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The R.N.A. had expected to have Mr
Michael Barnes of the city Dept.

of Engineering as a guest speaker

at the March meeting. Unfortunately
Mr Barnes was recovering from emer-
gency surgery, and was unable to
attend. The absence of the main
speaker did not lessen the interest
or the impact of this meeting.
Regular committee reports were given
by Randy sanford, Maria Tuzzo speak-
ing on behalf of Carin Lewis, Anne
Hart, Mike Moloughney and Dean Howell.
As usual R.N.A. chairman Vito Brunetti
had much information to relate to the
members, regarding some city-wide
projects that hs is monitoring as our
representative.
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Issues under discussion were the rehab
2t 102-108 Ogden Ave, the demoliticn
of 348 Ogden Ave; Our 3rd annual Flea
Market (June 11th); neighborhood
clean-up week-end (June 4th & 5th):
our civilian park patrol; crime watch
in our neighborhood and the immediate
surrounding area. The membership was
introduced to David Malms, a young
1ocal resident, who 1is trying to earn
his eagle scout badge. To do so he
must devise, supervise and complete

a community project. David will pro-
pose his project at our next meeting
and organize its implimentation.

'~ had a few visitors who are devel-
oping property in our area, and we
also added several new names to our
membership list. One of the visiting
developers was the winner of our
monthly 50/50 drawing and donated his

winning share to the R.N.A.

Please join us next month.

tor Authority. The primary

Tuesday., April 12, 7:30p.m.

Secretary

treasury -
Many thanks to Wwalter Nacnodovitz.

Along

with Michael Barnes, our gquest speaker
will be Tom Kileen of the Incinera-
discus-
sion, however, will be the tax sit-
vation. The next meeting will be

at the
Harborview Health Care Center.

Maria E. Tuzzo
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We would like to devote this issue
of our newsletter to a discussion of
our city's recent revaluation of our
real estate properties. In March,
the majority of our community re-
ceived a letter from Real Property
Appraisers (RPA)informing property
owners of their new assessments. This
market value price is the figure
against which the city will multiply
its new tax rate to arrive at our
tax bill.

Of course there is a lot of contro-

versy and confusion about this pro-

cess. The following articles, opin-
ions and charts are a sample of the

information that is being discussed

publicly thrcughout the city. R.N.A.
members need to get involved in this
debate, which will be on the agenda

at our April 11 meeting.

ITEVM ONE: "REVALUATION™ 3TIRS FEAR
OF TAX HIKE (S0URCEs Jersey Journal,
March 7, 1988) by Bill Campbell

For some people, the news that their
home has increased 33 times in value
in only 18 years would be welccme
news.

But that's not the case for many
Jersey City residents who fear that
rising home values - the result of a
court-ordered property revaluation -
will mean a whopping tax increase
this year.

Revised property assessments, which
were mailed to property owners last
week, have prompted some homeowners
to fear a massive tax increage that
will force them to sell their homes.,
According to Jersey City Tax Asseczgsor
Peter Casamassino, the revaluation,
which brings all property up to 100
percent of its true value, will re-
sult in an average five-fold property
increacsa throughout the city,

N

For now, officials have adopted a
simple formula to determine whether
the increage in property values will
result in municipal tax increases.
They say that dwellings that increase
by s8ix times or less will probably
not experience a tax hike,

However, officials warn they can not
develop a more accurate formula until
municipal, county and school budgets
are struck,

Meanwhile, homeowners in the areas
greatly affected by the 1980s real
estate boom, like the Downtown and
Heights sections, can expect much
larger increases, according to Jos,
Pizzoli, the project manager for Real
Property Appraisers.

In some cases the increases in pro-
perty value can be as high as 20 to
33 times.
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State law mandates that municipalities
revalue residential, commercial and
industrial property every ten years,

A handbook given to assessors by the
state Division of Taxation says reval-
uation "seeks to spread the tax burden
equitably within a taxing district by
appraising each property according to
its true value and assessing it based
on such value,”

The process will not generate a fin-
ancial windfall for the municipality
since taxes will simply be spread out
differently, not increased,

The appraisal firm bases its updated
assessment on certain details like
home improvements and the market sales
of a particular neighborhood. However,
gince Jersey City last conducted a
revaluation in 1970, current assess-
ments do not reflect the frenzy of act-
ivity which occurred in the county's
real estate market.

Some homes in Downtown which were
assessed at $12,000 in 1970 are worth
more than $250,000 in today's market.

Others in the Heights that were assessed

at $12,000 may now be worth more than
$150,000, Consequently, property is
asgessed at 23 percent its true value
while the tax rate of $182 per $1,000
of assessed valuation is among the
highest in the state.

But the tax pendulum should swing the
other way once the revaluation is com-
pleted, When property values are
brought to true value the tax rate is
expected to drop to about $30 per $1,000
of assegsed valuation, according to
Pizzoli.



The revaluation is expected to be good
news to owners of condominiums and other
newly constructed dwellings whose prop-
erty is assessed at slightly higher than
the 23 percent ratio. Owners of those
properties have been paying higher
taxes which, in affect, have subsidized
the undervalued properties.

The same scenario will be true for
neighboring Hoboken which has not been
revalued since 1970. The affects of
gentrification on the mile-square city
have touched nearly every property and
Pizzoli, whose firm is conducting that
revaluation, estimates that assessments
will exceed the ratio of Jersey City.
Ina statment issued last week, Pizzoli
said Hoboken properties will increase

an average of 15 times in value. As in
Jersey City, the revaluation is expected
to have a dramatic impact on fixed-
income property owners, The city's tax
assessor has estimated a 1988 municipal

tax rate of $20 per $1,000 of assessed
valuation,

Bayonne and Jecaucus are also con-
ducting property revaluation,

The owner of a two-family house on
Lincoln 3treet said his property has
gone up 15,3 times in value, from
39,000 in 1970 to $138,000 this year.
He gsaid the increase in the assess-
ment, given the projected tax rate

of 330 per $1,000 of assessed valua-
tion, will boost taxes on that prop-
erty from 31,648 last year to 3 ,150
this year,

The property owner says he is skep-
tical of the revaluation process,
claiming no one ever inspected his
house., "My theory is that, since most
of the houses on the block are three-
family, they just looked at a few and
assumed mine was too."

Property owners can appeal their ass-
essments with Real Property Appraiserc
this week by scheduling hearing with
the firm at their offices at Gregory
Towers at 270 Henderson Ctreet, ac-
cording to Pizzoli.

Downtown, an BErie 3treet resident

who also asked not to be identified,
said his assessment has increased 25
fold from $3,000 in 1970 to $75,000
today. That's a tax increase of $1,70C
from last year.

"I'm 1iving on retirement benefits
and some savings," said the man in
his 70s. "I'm afraid to speak up be-
cause I don't want to be punished any
more, I've been told I can sell the
house and move away, obut I've lived
here all my life and they'll have %o
take me out kicking and screaming.”

TYEM TWOs Letter to the rditor
(3ource: Jersey Journal) by John
Hale

1t is important for everyone to know
what all their neighbors' new prop-
erty tax valuations are, to be sure
the revaluation process 1in Jersey
City has not been applied gnfalrly.
To see why that statement is true,
ljet's start by fisguring out what the
new tax rate is likely to be, and
then see how much each of us w@ll be
expected to pay. 1f you are g01ng‘to
pay more than your neighbor for the
same-sized residentlial property, that
is unfair, and you should challengs
the valuation.
The new tax rate can be expected to
be about $45 per $1,000 of valuation
calculated as follows: The average
city property was valued at about 25%
of its real market price at the.end
of 1987. The revaluation is desiened
to increase that value %o 100% of the
market price; so the valg;t@on of the
average city property wi increase
aboutgfour %imes (25% times 4.= 100%)
Since the city is not increasing oOT
decreasing its revenues from property
taxation in this process, the new
rate should be one fourth of what it
currently is or about $L5 per $1,000
($182.,11 divided by 4 equals $45).
Tet me explain what that means to me
as a home owner downtown., Last year
1 paid $4,700 in property taxes on a
valuation of $26,000. The city's
appraisal company has just proposed
a valuation of $315,6000 for my home,
which, at the projected tax rate,
meang I would be expected to pay
$14,200 in property taxes.
Now you can see why it 1is so.lmport:
ant to find out what your gelghbors
valuations are., If your neighbors’
properties are about the same size,
their valuations should be Jjust abgut
the same as yours. You and your neigh-
bors should pay about the same amount
of tax, but it is not working out
that wav.
One of my neighbors, a block away and
naving a slightly larger home, pas
bean valusd at $120,000 which will
probably mean a tax of $5,400.
Knowing that, we can ses that it ;st
obviously unfair for me to be expsc‘-
ed to pay 514,200 for 2 gimilar prop-
ertyt that's 23 times more taX.
Meet with your neighbors to find outc
what's going on and file your appeaéu
if the system has unfairly appralse
your property.



ITEM THREE: APPRAISER TELLS
HOW REVAL WAS ACCOMPLISHED
(SOURCE s Jersey Journal,
March 2i, 1988) by Jim
DeRogatis

The recent property reval-
uations in Jersey City and Ho-
boken have many residents
wondering how the cities’ as-
sessor determined that the
homes they bought for $15,000
are now worth $300,000.

Real Property Appraisers,
a nationwide firm based in
Dayton, conducted both the
Jersey City and Hoboken reval-
uations. Neither city has been
revalued since 1970, and many
properties were on the tax rolls
at a fraction of their worth.

Property values have risen
dramatically in both cities over
the last 18 years as a result of
the “Gold Coast” real estate
boom. The revaluation brings
homes and businesses up to
their current market worth,
and although the tax rates will
decrease, many residents can
expect large tax increases.

Joseph Pizzoli, project
manager for Real Property,
said Jersey City and Hoboken
are unusual cases. Most of the
cities the company has reval-
ued in New Jersey increased in
value four times, while proper-
ty values rose six times in Jer-
sey City and 15 times in
Hoboken.

Pizzoli has been in the as-
sessment business since 1968
and has revalued cities and
counties in states across the
country.

In New Jersey, Real Proo-
erty has revalued, among ih-

ers, Toms River, Lakehurst,
Beachwood and Bound Brook.
Tax assessors in Lakehurst and
Beachwood both expressed sat-
isfaction with the firm’s work.

“Some people believe that
we just pull these numbers out
of the air,” Pizzoli said. “But we
are making objective apprais-
als based on a number of
factors.”

One factor is the county’s
record of recent sales of build-
ings, Pizzoli said. Real Proper-
ty’s first step in revaluing both
Jersey City and Hoboken was to
plot recent sales on maps of all
property in the city, which gave
the firm an idea of what homes
and businesses are worth on
the market.

Both cities were divided
into a number of “neighbor-
hoods” based on the average
selling price of buildings in an
area. Property in Downtown
Jersey City has been selling for
much more than property near
the Bayonne border. Property
near Washington Street in Ho-
boken has sold for considera-

bly more than property near

the Palisades. )
As Real Property’s apprais-
ers set new values for property,
they checked the numbers
against the actual selling price
of similar buildings in the sur-
rounding neighborhood, Piz-
zoli said. The method helps as-
sure that buildings are being
revalued at close to 100 percent

of their worth. A second tool
used by the firm is field inspec-
tions. Ten local residents were
hired, trained and sent out to
examine Jersey City and Hobo-
ken door by door.

“There's an old joke that
the three most important fac-
tors in valuing real estate are
location, location and loca-
tion,” Pizzoli said. Property in
historic neighborhoods close to
the PATH system were usually
valued highest.

In sddition to location,
Real Property inspectors
looked at the size of the proper-
ty, construction materials, the
age of the building, its condi-
tion, the heating system, the
number of stories and the num-
ber of units.

If a homeowner or tenant
was not home to let a field
inspector into a building on his
first visit, he returned later in
the day or the next day, Pizzoli
said. If he still could not get in,
he left a card for the homeown-
er to set an appointment.

When a field inspector
could not get into a building, he
filed an estimate of its worth
based on an exterior examina-
tion. Pizzoli said the number of
units in a building and many
other factors can usually be
determined just by looking at
the building, counting door-
bells and mailboxes and com-
paring it to similar buildings in
the neighborhood.

If the firm never heard
from the homeowner to set up
an appointment, the estimate
was mailed to him to correct
anything that might have been
wrong, Pizzoli said.

Many Jersey City and Ho-
boken homeowners have com-
plained that they were never
visited by a Real Property field
inspector. A Downtown Jersey

City group is attempting to
block the city from accepting
the firm's revaluation, claim-
ing that Real Property did not
do a fair and thorough job.

“There are going to be mis-
takes. We're only human,” Piz-
zoli said. The company is still
in the process of correcting its
figures, and the revaluations
will not be final until they are
presented to the city tax asses-
sors about a month from now.

Real Property has been
meeting with Jersey City and
Hoboken homeowners who be-
lieve their assessments are un-
fair. Pizzoli said many resi-
dents come to the meetings and
complain that a similar house
next door was valued less.

But instead of adjusting the
value of the complainant’s
home down, the appraisers of-
ten notice a mistake in the
neighbor's appraisal and ad-
just the value of his home up.
Homeowners can expect notice
in the mail in the next few
weeks on whether their assess-
ments have changed as a result
of the meetings.

When the Hoboken revalu-
ation is presented to the asses-
sor, the city will also receive a
video with color images of ev-
ery property in Hoboken. The
film was made by Landisc, a
subsidiary of Real Property,
and is expected to be a valu-
able aide to the tax assessor as
well as the city's Police, Fire
and Planning departments.

Jersey City declined to pur-
chase the laser video because
of the additional cost, Pizzoli
said.

Real Property was paid
$460,000 to revalue Hoboken's
1.4 square miles and $1.8 mil-
lion to revalue Jersey City,
which is about 13 times as
large.

The firm is responsible for

defending its figures before the
County Board of Taxation for
the next two years, and Real
Property will continue to be a
presence in Hudson County.

The company bid on both

the Bayonne and Union City
revaluations, although the
work was awarded to other
companies. Bayonne and
Union City are at the initial
stages of their revaluations.
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ITEM FOUR: REVAL-
UATION WILL RAISE
RENTS (Source:s
Jersey Journal,
March 16, 1988?
by Jim DeRogaris

Renters may not get tax
bills in the mail, but they will
probably bear the brunt of any
tax increase their landlords re-
ceive because of property re-
valuations in Jersey City and
Hoboken.

Both cities recently com-
pleted court-ordered revalua-
tions of property for the first
time since 1970. Buildings have
been undervalued in many ar-
eas, but the revaluation is de-
signed to bring the assessed
value of each property up to its
current market worth.

Homes and businesses in,
some sections of Jersey City
and Hoboken have increased
in value 20 times or more. Tax
rates in both cities will de-
crease proportionately, but
Jersey City homeowners whose
property increased in value
more than six times and Hobo-
ken homeowners whose prop-
erty increased more than 15
times in the revaluation are
likely to experience dramatic
tax increases.

Fixed-income homeowners
who cannot afford to pay their
new tax bills may be forced to
sell. But tenants in multi-unit
buildings will also be hurt.

Landlords in Hoboken can
pass their tax increases along

to their tenants. Many tenants '

face rent increases ranging
from $50 to $200 a month, in
addition to the annual 4 per-
cent cost of living increase al-
lowed by law.

Jersey City rent control
laws offer tenants in buildings
with five units or more some
protection, but tenants in
smaller buildings may also ab-
sorb their landlords’ tax
increases.

Hoboken’s rent control law
allows landlords to divide a tax
increase by the number of
units in their building and pass
it along to the tenants, accord-
ing to city Rent Levelling Offi-
cer Lourdes Arroyo.

“Right now, tenants pay the
difference between the land-
lord's 1972 taxes and the pre-
sent taxes. Under the formula
we have now, the landlord can

take the difference between 72
zmd the present. divide it by 12
months and the number of
units. and pass that along 10
tenants.” Arroyo said.
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FOUR-UNIT APARTMENT BUILDING

IN JERSEY CITY

1987 ASSESSMENT: $15,000;

1987 TAXES: $2,730.

1988 ASSESSMENT: $300,000;
1988 TAXES: APPROX. $9,000.

Arrovo said Hoboken ten-
ants currently pay about half of
4 landlord's taxes. Tenants will
be paving an even greater por-
tion of the taxes after landlords
pass along their rent increases.

Jersey City's rent control
laws do not allow landlords to
automatically pass along their
tax increase to tenants, accord-
ing to Charlotte Halley-Mizzi.
the administrator of Jersey
City's Rent Levelling office.

However. landlords can
file a hardship application
with the Rent Levelling Board
to win approval for a rent hike.
Hallev-Mizzi said she does not
anticipate an increase in the
number of hardship applica-
tions. but other city officials
predicted a dramatic jump.

Halley-Mizzi noted that the
city's rent control law applies
only to buildings with five units
or more. Landlords of build-
ings with four units or fewer
are free to raise tenants’ rents
as they please, without city ap-

5

proval. As an example of the
impact the revaluation will
haye on tenants, a four-unit
building in Jersey City that was
assessed at $15.000 in 1987 paid
$2,730 in taxes, based on the tax
rate of $182 per $1,000 of as-
sessed valuation.

The building may have in-
c.reased in assessed value 20
times with the recent revalua-
tion and now be assessed at
$300.000. Jersey City officials
project a tax rate of about $30
per $1,000 of assessed valua-
tion. That means the building's
owner could be paying $9.000 in
taxes in 1988.

That $6.270 tax incredse. di-
vided by 12 months and four
units. means tenants in each
apartment could be asked to
pay an additional $131 rent a
month.

The tax increase would
have less of an effect on larger
buildings. An eight-unit apart-
ment building in Hoboken with
an assessed value of $25.000 in
1987 paid about $5.250 in taxes,
based on the tax rate of $210
per $1.000 of assessed
valuation.

The assessed value may
have increased to $500.000 with
the revaluation. Hoboken offi-

cials project a $20 tax rate per
$1.000 of assessed valuation,
meaning the building would
pay about $10.000 in taxes in
1988.

The $4.750 tax increase, di-
vided among eight units, would
mean an additional $49.50 rent
per tenant each month.

City officials say there is a
strong need for some sort of
relief from the revaluation, es-
pecially for tenants in smaller
apartment buildings.

“The effects of this are un-
conscionable,” said Hoboken
tenant advocate Thomas Oli-
veri. “It means a lot more rent
for tenants. Some people will
be forced from this city.”

Jersey City Tax Assessor
Peter Casamasino said the
landlords are “caught between
a rock and a hard place.” Many
cannot afford to pay the addi-
tional taxes. so they must pass
them along to their tenants, he
said.

“There is definitely a need
for state aid to offset the effects
of the revaluation,” Casama-
sino said. “The governor said
he has been holding surplus
funds for a rainy day. Well. it's
raining now in Jersey City and
Hoboken."



ITEM FIVE:

DEPARTMENT OF FINANCE

ASSESSMENT DIVISION

Dear Taxpayver:

In response to some of the more gen-
eral questions regarding the 1988 city
wide revaluation mandated by the Hud-
son County Board of Taxation:

(1) Do not multiply your new market
value (Assessment) by the current gen-
eral tax rate.

(2) For Comparison Purposes Only:FTheo-
retically if your new market value
(1988 revaluation figure) has increas-
ed by five times compared to your cur-
rent (1987 assessment) you may not see
an increase in tax dollars on your new
1988 tax bill. This is assuming there
is no increase in the City, County,
and school budget for 1988.

(3) If you feel your new value (1988
revaluation figure) exceeds true mar-
ket value as of October 1, 1987 I
strongly recommend mailing in your
post card (which was enclosed with
notice of value) to Real Property Ap-
praisers (the revaluation firm) to
arrange for an appointment to discuss
your new market value (1988 assessment]
(4) Please bring sufficient documenta-
tion (proof) that your house would not
sell or was not worth the new market
value per the revaluation notice as of
October 1, 1987. Eg. Proof included:
(a) Houses similar to yours that sold
for less; this does not include sales
from one family member to another or
sales of properties sold at City auc-
tion. Proof can be obtained from
either the Hudson County Register's
Office (Deeds) or your local real es-
tate offices; (b) Structural damage
that cannot be repaired or can be re-
paired but at a great expense.

(5) If you choose to waive your infor-
mal hearing you still have the right
to file a tax appeal with the Hudson
County Board of Taxation, 595 Newark
Avenue, Jersey City, N.J. 07306 on or

before August 15, 1988. It is very
possible the filing date will be ex-
tended one month to September 15, 1988.
(You should wait until the new tax
bills are issued in July before you
file)

(WE RECOMMEND YOU MAIL IN YOUR CARD TO
REQUEST AN INFORMAL HEARING)

(6) We do not know the exact effect

the revaluation will have in actual

tax dollars at present on your new

1988-1989 tax bill. This will be better
kKnown after school, City and County Bud-
gets arc adopted and after all the in-
formal hearings are complete and the ex-
act ratable base is known.

(7) The revaluation was mandated (order-
ed) by Hudson County Board of Taxation.
(8) The New Market Value does represent
your 1988 assessment.

If you have any questions please write
Mr. Joseph Pizzoli or the Tax Assessor.

Peter A. Casamasino
Assessor
Addresses. s ¥
1 -- Mr. Joseph Pizzoli, Project Mgr.
Real Property Appraisers
P. 0. Box 3275
Jersey City, N. J. 07302

2 -- Assessment Division
Department of Finance
City Hall
280 Grove Street
Jersey City, N.J. 07302

ITEM 5IXs Letter to the Editor
(Source: Jersey Journal, March,
1988)

Even though I am a Heights resi-
dent, I had the pleasure of attending
on March 9 a meeting at St. Michael’s
Church in reference to revaluation
of property.

While litigation is going on, an
injunction should be issued against
revaluation of property in order to
ensure our rights under due process
of law.

It is mandatory that all neigh-
borhood block associations write in
a common cause since we are all
affected by the proposed changes in
the tax structure.

The taxpayer has two options; if
you have mustard in your blood, sit
back and enjoy the experience. Re-
member the rape of the taxpayer.

If you have red blood flowing
through your veins, give it your best
shot. Don’t give up. Fight to the end.

I'm sure the JCNA or Van Vorst
Park Association will cooperate
with other block organizations in
order to present a united front in a
court of law..— S.K., Jersey City



JERSEY CITY COALITION FOR FAIR TAXATION

P.0.B. 13013, Jersey City, NJ, 07303

We Encourage You to Appeal Your Assessment

The Jersey City Coalition for Fair Taxation wants to encourage all
property owners to appeal their assessment. There is the possibility,
via the Real Property Appraisers' (RPA) appeal, of lowering one's
taxes. But also important, by going to your appeal and asking a few
questions (outlined below), you can help the Coalition do critical
research concerning the quality of RPA's work. This will help us in
our fight to have the problems with the revaluation addressed.

Ask the Following Questions--and Write Down RPA's Answers

1) "What is your (the RPA representative's) name?"
2) "Did anyone from RPA ever inspect my home?"
3) "May I see the Property Record Card for my house?" (This card

describes the physical characteristics of your house, and forms

the basis for RPA's appraisal. Jot down everything it states about
your house in the below space. If RPA cannot for some reason produce
your card, ask instead for the RPA representative to verbally describe
everything they know about your house. Demand that they be specific;
don't them get away with generalities or with saying just one or two
things and then trying te brush off your question. Write down what they
say and later, when you are at home, write down true or false next

to their various descriptions about your house. For example: if they
say 'wood structure,' and your house is brick, write 'wood/false'.)

4) "What recent house sales in my area are you using for comparison
purposes?"
5) "Can I see your revaluation list for my area so that I can see how

others in my area have been assessed?" (Write down the lot and block
number, and corresponding assessment values, of as many properties as
you are permitted to see.)

Now You Do Some Talking

Now that you know what RPA knows--and doesn't know--about your house,
if you feel their assessment is too high, tell them. If you feel the houses
they are using for comparison purposes are inappropriate, let them know. If
you have a good case, they're supposed to take what you say into consideration.
(Whether they do or not is another question.)

But in any regard, please do send in the above information. It will help
us greatly as we investigate inequities in the current revaluation. You can
just fold this form, stick it in an envelope, and mail it to us at the address
above. Please do include your name, address, and phone in casé we have to
get back to vou with questions.



ITENM SEVEN:

(The following is a statement written
by Councilman Tom Hart concerning the
Tax Revaluations)

There is much confusion and fear
because of the recent release of the
reassessment figures in Jersey City.
In addressing that situation, I
propose the following:

1. A "staging" or "phasing in" of
the revaluation figures. That would
allow the City to meet its
obligations of reassessment. The
City failed to meet those obligations
in the past and that failure is the
direct cause of the dramatic rise in
assessments and in what will be the
tax increases. Thus, it is the
City's obligations to address the
problems caused thereby. However,
this is not to place blame or to risk
penalty. Rather it is to take the
lead in developing REAL SOLUTIONS
while still meeting the laws. The
staging or phasing would allow for
property value increases but on a
rational basis, allowing for gradual
and affordable increases both in
taxes and rents. Of course, this
will require enabling state
legislation which can and should be
adopted on a basis of emergency. The
emergency is the very real prospect
of homeowners and renters to be
unable to meet  their financial
obligations resulting in the
attendant penalties.

2. The City establishing a "Deferral
Payment" system. We already allow
for deferred payments Dbased on
emergencies. The structure should be
the same as exists and should only
allow for deferral of taxes caused by
the reval increase. It should be on
an individual case by case basis. If
that requires additional clerical or
other staff, then we can and should
hire such  staff. The entire
situation should allow for

additional or reappropriated
utilization of state aid or other
grant monies.

3. There should be established a
"Revolving Loan" program. This can
be patterned after the N.H.S.

programs of  low interest or no
interest loans to persons affected by
the tax increases related to the
reval. This program is most ideally
suited to persons who are senior
citizens or who are on fixed
incomes. However, it must be stated
that even persons of regular and
substantial income are impacted upon
by this situation and they also need
help. Another problem is that
related to bank held mortgages which
means even greater burden for
residents because they may have to
come up with  "security" type
payments. A person in the downtown
area will increase $11,000. in tax
payments and will have to match that
figure for her Dbank. This 1is a
tremendous burden.

The money for a revolving loan fund
can come from the affordable housing
trust fund, for one. Certainly, many
homes, especially those of seniors or
people who don't have very high
incomes, cannot AFFORD to stay in
their homes under the current
situation. This "Trust Fund" should
first be utilized to allow residents
who have 1lived here a long time to
stay here before we worry about
bringing new people in. I also
pelieve that developers might be a
1ittle more attuned to this situation
because of its very real emergent
nature. I cannot imagine anyone
opposing this proposal since it is
directed at assisting both property
owner and renter.

4, I am proposing a "Freeze" on the
City budget and the Board of
Education budget. In the City, the
previous two years $47.00 increase
certainly can be reappropriated 1in
direction to meet increasing needs.
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Since many employees live in Jersey
City, they must be willing to make
salary raise sacrifices in the face
of increased taxes or rents on their
homes., Those who 1live outside of
town must, for once, become aware of
the acute situation in this city. We
cannot afford to keep increasing
salaries which go to paying taxes in
other cities when our residents are
having a hard time paying in this
town, Charity, after all, does begin
at home.

As to the Board of Ed, I am
proposing that monies again be
reappropriated, most especially from
non instructional spending to
instruetional and curricular. The
State has not mandated any program or
situation which will increase the tax
burden, The state mandated programs
can and should be met from within by
appropriations from such funds as the
seven million dollar transportation
fund, for example., And frivolous or
luxury spending must cease and desist
immediately - no new cars, less use
of the cars to impact on fuel, travel
and convention expenses, et cetera,
can all be redirected at curricular
needs such as books, equipment, et

cetera. The thirty five million
dollar increases again provide enough
money. It Jjust has to be

reappropriated appropriately.

5. I have already addressed the
Freeholders about the proposed raises
in the County and very strongly
opposed them at this time. I would
also ask that the Freeholders meet
their obligations by freezing their
budget also. After all, they
represent a large part of our
municipal budgets, Jersey City pays
over twenty million dollars a year to
the county and, right now, we can't
afford that.

These are times of unique turmoil
and they demand strongly responsible
government management. The party is
over and we must take strong
affirmative measures to meet our
legal responsibility to the lives and
monies of our people and of even
greater importance, we must meet our
moral and ethical obligations to
their minds and hearts.

I would also request that the local
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real estate industry, people whose
rights I have always defended, take a
very responsible attitude and insure
that none of their employees
CAPITALIZE on the current fears of
our people. They should and could be
a big help in addressing and allaying
the fears by explaining the
situation.

I have held meetings for the people
in The Heights. Those meetings were
on Monday, March 21, 7 p.m. at Public
School #8 and Wednesday, March 23, 7
p.m. at Public School #25. Tax
Assessor Casamassino and I hosted
those meetings and explained the
process, appeals, options, et cetera
as well as answered questions or
addressed particular situations. Mr.
Pizzoli of RDA was also present at
both meetings.

Additionally, although I support
the efforts of those who are engaged
in questioning the reval process and
results, I offer a few thoughts. If
there is a basis for 1litigation
against RPA (Real Property
Appraisers), the resident should not
have to pay for that 1litigation.
Because the City is the entity which
engaged 1in contract with RPA, The
City 1is the entity which already has
recourse, both contractual and legal,
and the City should pursue any
necessary or rightful course of
action.

I would also advise, however, that
we be extremely careful in that which
we seek from RPA, My belief is very
strong and based

on much  experience that any new
assessment will result in even HIGHER
assessments than the present
figures. My point is that we must
investigate every aspect of the
process to be sure of accuracies but
that we must not go headlong into
something which might, in fact,
worsen the situation for the payer.



ITEM NINEs THE SHOT
HEARD ROUND THE CITY
(Sourcs: Jerssy City

ITEM EIGHT: THERE MAY BE
RELIEF (Sourcss: Jesrsey
Journal, March 16, 1988)
by Jim DeRogatis

Hudson County’s delega-
tion to the state Legislature is
exploring three options to re-
lieve homeowners and tenants
of the burden imposed by
revaluation.

Property values in Hobo-
ken and Jersey City have risen
dramatically in the 18 years
since the last revaluation, and
many property owners are fac-
ing steep tax hikes. Fixed-in-
come homeowners and senior
citizens could be forced to sell
their homes because of the
larger tax bills.

Local government does not
have the power to freeze taxes
or offset the effects of the reva-
lutions. Tax relief must come
from the state.

Hoboken Assemblyman

Bernard Kenny Jr. said Hudson
County legislators are explor-
ing three forms of relief from
the revaluation, including:

# Phasing in the revalua-
tion over a period of three to
five years. The difference in
taxes would be made up by
state aid to distressed cities.

e Deferral of taxes for
fixed-income senior citizens or
handicapped homeowners.
The state would pay the differ-
ence in taxes and collect the
balance upon the resident’s
death. Sen. Thomas Cowan of
Jersey City has already drafted
a bill setting the plan in
motion.

¢ Revenue annuity. This

plan would establish a sort of
mortgage whereby banks

would pay fixed-income home-
owners’ taxes. The homeown-
ers would pay a set amount to
the bank, with the balance due
upon the resident's death or
sale of the home.

State aid to New Jersey cit-
ies has decreased steadily dur-
ing the Kean administration.
Kenny. a Democrat, admits that
it will be difficult to convince
the Republican administration
to provide Hoboken and Jersey
City with property tax relief.

“The taxpayers are going to
have to rise up and make sure
their needs are known in Tren-
ton,” Kenny szis’. “We are talk-
ing about preserving the mid-
dle class in Hoboken and
Jersey City.”

Rtg@rtir. M=rch 13,
1988) Kevin M, Meysr

Years from now, local
historians may look back
and remember Wednesday,
March 9, 1988 as the night
the revolution began--the
Jersey City reval revolt--the
night when hundreds of
Downtown colonists
decided they would rather
fight tbe pending revalua-
tion of properties than move
out of the city.

In the last two weeks,
property owners in Jersey
City have been receiving
notices of revaluation and
new property assess:ents
from Real Property Ap-
praisers, the firm contracted
Ly the city at a cost of $1.8
million to complete the
reval. Compiaints on RPA’s
tallies have been scaitered
in most of the city but, in
Downtown where some
residents have witnessed
500 percent increases in
their assessments, some
residents seem prepared 10
take up arms--legal arms--to
fight city, RPA and the

ing tax increase.

The Downtown Coalition
of Neigh Associa-
tions A), which in-
four Dowmtown neighbor-
bhoods: Paulus Hook, Vaa
Vorst, Harsimus Cove, and
Hamilton Park, sponsored
Wednesday’s meeting to
answer questions about the
reval and enlist neighbor-
hood support to as one
meinber put it, "evaluate the
reval."” DCNA organizers
had hoped for a solid tur-
nout for th: meeting, but ad-
mitted being overwhelmed
by the crowd of over 700
that was forced by its size to
look over ome another’s
shoulders 2 the handouts
distributed.

Despite the large crowd
and the tension in the room,
fueled by the anxiety of
those present, speakers were
greeted by an attentive
audience which applauded
every anti-tax, anti-ad-
ministration comment
tossed out. A mix of seniors,
lifelong residents and pew-
comers listened as DCNA
speakers explained the reval
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("bringing  the property
value up to full market
value"); its result, the pew
assessment ("what a group
thinks a piece of Tty 1S
worth"); and its possible im-
pact on the city's tax rate.
By some estimates, the
current $181 tax rate (per
assessed valuation) could

plummet to between $30
and $35 with the reval.
While that may sound like
good news on the surface,
the rate applied to the pew
higher assessments will
likely cause headaches for
many (see chart). Because
much of the property in
Downtown was far below
true market value, increases
in that area have been most
drasti¢. Assessments, last
adjusted in 1970, bave
failed to keep up with the
growth in market values,
leaving current residents to
bear the brunt of the mas-
sive increases.

Judging from the senti-
ments at Wednesday’s
meeting, residents don’t
plan on ante-ing up without
a fight.

Sue the @#*&$%!

"We're not going to take
the abuse any longer,
they've been dumping on us
for too long," said Audrey
Winkler of Van Vorst Park.
With fighting words like
these, Winkler dropped the
biggest bomb during the 2-
hour meeting. She an-
nounced the formation of a
pon-profit organization, the
Jersey City Coalition for
Fair Taxation, which plans
to file suit against the City
of Jersey City and Real
Property Appraisers and
which charges the reval is
invalid.

News of the suit brought
instant applause from al-
most everyone, including
Harsimus Cove resident
Guy Catrillo, who later told
the crowd, "If we have to
sue these ignorant asses
who don’t care what they do
to other people’s lives, we
will."

After the initial clamor
quieted Winkler, reluctantly
at first, explained that the
legal action could cost as
much as $50,000. With little

rodding, audience mem-
gets immediately responded
by offering donations 10
fund the suit and the meet-
ing, for a few moments,
resembled an auction.

"I'll pledge $250 right
now,” said one older man.

“I'll give $300," another
woman said in broken
English, her voice cracking
as she tried to be beard.

Check the tote
board

"Who do 1 make the
check out to?" asked an
anonymous  voice from
towards the back of the
room. Calls and offers con-
tinved as DCNA members,
surprised by the call and
response fundraising quick-
ly tried to record names and
addresses.  Pledges were
later accepted as the
audience exited. Winkler
said $37,000 was pledged
by meeting’s end. DCNA
representatives  hope, by
Sunday, to collect enough
pledges to meet with attor-
neys Monday when they
will present a $30,000
retainer. A contract with the
as yet unpamed firm,
Winkler said, could be
signed by later this week.

Winkler said the decision
to file suit came after many
residents complained that
their bhomes were never
visited by RPA repre-
sentatives. While a few
stood up 10 tell the crowd of
their experiences with the
appraisers, the majority of
those present insisted their
homes were never visited,
reasoning that this, itself.
makes it difficult for RPA to
be accurate in s assess-
ments.

"On my block alone, the
difference in values varies

from between $60,000 and
$150.000--on  the same
block," Winkler  said.
Another thing Winkler says
she can’t understand is why
a larger property on a comer
lot near her home is as-
sessed lower than her home.
Winkler's Van Vorst neigh-
borhood, Tax  Assessor
Peter Casamasino admits, is
one of the area’s hardest hit
by the reval.

Cont'd. Pg.10



The final solution

DCNA members said the
lawsuit seemed to be their
only option after neighbor-
hood leaders studied the al-
iermaiives. Jeni Branum of
Hamilton Park contacted
elected state officials on the
group’s  behalf but said,
even they were stumped by
the probiem. "Elected offi-
cials don’t have the answers
for us,” Branum said. She
discounsted the advice of
State Senator Tom Cowan,
who Branum said told her,
that sepiors citizens could
be protected from the reval
un«gr certain legislation.

"We need a package deal
for everyone," said Branum.

The obvious alternative,
the appeal process which
gives every taxpayer the
right to contest their new as-
sessment, first before RPA
representatives  and  then
before the County Board of
Taxation in August, could
help individuals, Branum
said, but that wouldn't be
enough. One of the
coalition’s goals is to make
the city more accountable to
the taxpayers. The lawsuit js
past ol that effort, Branum
said.

"Why are we taxed?"

asked John Lester, president
of the Paulus Hook Neigh-

borhood Association. "To
make government
work...what are we getting
for our taxes? "NOTHING,"
the audience shouted back.

"This whole effort is
more than a question of as-
sessments and revaluations,
its our chance to look at thg'
way the city operates,
Lesyter explained. DCNA
spokespersons  encouraged
taxpayers to attend council
meetings, particularly those
where the budget is dis-
cussed, and ask why money
is being spent, line-by-line.

Others blamed their tax
woes on a number of sour-
ces, ranging from tax abate-
ments for many of the city’s
waterfront developments to
unusually low assessments
for commercial properties.

Downtown Councilman

Jaime Vasquez, who was _

greeted with loud boos and
catcalls when he addressed
the crowd, admitted that
mistakes were made in the
reval process and offered to
help residents with unfair
reassessments.

"We have to correct these
problems together, we're in
the same boat," Vasquez
said, pointing to his own
brushes with the reval. "My
father-in-law owns a one-
family wood frame house
on Montgomery Street. His
roperty value went from
6,000 to $165,000 under
the reval...he’s here tonight
and he’s asking me many of
the same questions you
people are,” Vasquez said.

Also with Vasquez Wed-
nesday was Tax Assessor
Casamasino and Joseph Piz-
zoli, project manager for
RPA, both of whom had
earlier asked meeting or-
ganizers to address the
crowd. Their offer was
declined, said a DCNA offi-
cial, because they felt the
two would only try to pla-
cate the crowd with a "don’t
worry" approach.

Vasquez, despite his
rocky opening, was able to
draw some positive
response from the group as-
sembled Wednesday night.
As he tried to convince the
crowd that he was sincere in
his concern, Vasquez said "I
was going to announce it in
May, but I might as well tell
you tonight, I'm not seeking
reelection.” To that state-
ment, the audience erupted.

What }ati wiﬁpa;f' o

The taxes that you pay each year can be
figured by muitiplying your assessment by the
tax rate. Each homeowner has received or will
S00n receive their 1988 assessment. The tax
rate is set by the city each year. The current

tax rate is approximately $182 per $1000 of
assessment value.

The exact tax rate for this year s not known
now. However, Joseph Pizzoli of Real Property
Appraisers, the private group that handled the
reevaluation, estimates that total assessments
have gone up by a factor of 5.5. which would
resuft in a tax rate of approximately $33 per
$1000. Peter Casamasino. the Jersey City tax
assessor. suggests a factor of 5, which would
result in a tax rate of $36.40. (These rates both
assume no increase in spending by the city.
schools, and county). The following table may
give you an idea of what your taxes may be. :
subject to the above assumptions. Note.
however. that the new assessments are not :
effective until July 1. OId assessments will be :
in effect until that date :

IF YOUR TAX | AND THE TAX RATE i§:

ASSESSMENT 1IS:
$30 $35 $40

$50,000 $1500 1750 2000

75,000 2250 2625 3000
100,000 3000 3500 4000
125,000 3750 4375 5000
150,000 4500 5250 6000
175,000 5250 6125 7000
200,000 6000 7000 8000
225,000 6750 7875 9000
250,000 7500 8750 10000

275,000 8250 9625 11000
300,000 9000 10500 12000
325,000 9750 11375 13000
350,000 10500 12250 14000
375,000 11250 13125 15000
400,000 12000 12000 16000
425,000 12750 14875 17000

Source Downtown Coaiitio

———



ITEM TEN: THE BACK ROOM

(Source: Jersey City
Reporter, March 20,
1988) by Glenn Peale
and Chris Packer

Last week, in the Downtown section, the
Jersey City Coalition For Fair Taxation
fired the first crucial shot in the tax revolt
that will seal the crumbling fate of the Cucci
administration, And, judging from the sup-
port now flowing in from the Heights,
Greenville and other parts of the city, one
fact is fairly evident --- the people of Jersey
City are taking no ‘ﬁissoners in this one.

What triggered this " Revolution of "§9"
a year early are the property reevaluations
mailed to residents. The horror stories
abound concerning the confiscatory taxes
that will be heaped upon the property
owners of the city and in many cases passed
on to the 53% of the tenants who do not fall
under rent control. But, for the most part,
this is not the old landlord/tenant confronta-
tion provoked by politicians seeking to cash
invotes. It is --- according to many of those
involved --- a story of government at its
worst, officials at the height of their incom-
petency, and a city wandering rudderless
with 1o course of direction. Even worse, it
is a crisis that threatens to force families and
pebple from their homes while public offi-
cials sit idly by, a sort of Nero fiddles while
Rome bums.

To grasp the magnitude of how intense
feelings are, consider the fact that the Fair
Taxation Coalition raised cask: and pledges
totaling $37,000 inside of a few hours at a
communily meeting heid at St. Michael’s
Church hall. A day later that total passed
the $40,000 mark and within about 72 hours
$25,000 in hard cash had already been col-
lected on thosepledges. But before vou get

led astray by some of the political propagan-
da sure 10 appear in the press, you should
know that this was not a meeting of the
“yuppies" or the "newcomers.” It was a
meeting of the "neighborhood" —- 600
strong composed of ycung and old, new-
comer and oldtimer, tenants aud landlords,
representing every cthnic, vacial and
economic group living in the downtown
ward. Their singleness of purpose was ap-
parent. To fight against what they consider
unfair taxation and a severely flawed
reevaluation process. Their message was
also equally clear. They will not allow
anyoue to use the tools of racism or class
warfare to divide them. And attempts were
made in both instances to do just that.

The charter organizing group for this out-
pouring consisted of Audrey Winkler,
chairperson of the J.C. Coaltion for Fair
Taxation; John Lyon, president of the Van
Vorst Park Assn.; Erik Selberg, who ex-

lained the official appeal process; Janice

onson and Jeni Branum of the Hamilton
Park Assn.; Brett Schundler, vice president
of the Coalition; and Herb and Monica
Larzalere of the Harsimus Cove Assn.; and
John Eester. Speaker after speaker present

at the meeting revealed their assessment
figures, how the assessors never visited the
homes, how no two homes alike had the
same assessments, how lhe assessors were
quickly trained and ill-equipped to do the
job properly.

Az~ ~uent of all this? Well, let’s just
say tha, 600 "American” residents of
Downto.vn have banded together in a very
criticai - 77 important common cause. And,
let’sj: . - that they will soon be joined by
thousancs more from all over the city. Ang,
let’s just say that the old political ploys of
racism, divide and conquer, and playing (o
people's differences are not going to work
here. But most of all, let us say that the
Cucci Coalition and administration has
finally accomplished what they always
wanled o do. They have brought people
together. Unfortunately for them, the arrow

of solidarity is 2imed right at their throats.

ITEM ELEVEN {Source
Jersey City Reporter,
March 27, 1988) by
Helene Stapinki and
Kevin M, Meyer

Revalted revolutionaries

retain representation

Leaders of the Jersey City Coalition for
Fair Taxation announced late last week that
they had retained counsel in the event that
they decide 1o sue the city and the firm that
prepared the city-wide reval--the source of
much of their displeasure. The an-
nouncement came al a press conference last
Friday that drew the attention of all three of
the New York network affiliates.

The JCCFT has hired former Newark tax
assessor Saul Wolfe to represent the group
in a possible lawsuit against the city and
Real Property Appraisers, the firm that won
a $1.8 million contract to complete the
reval, the city’s first since 1970. The reval
has been the object of much protest, par-
ticulady from Downtown residents who
charge the survey is invalid because of a
wide disparity in assessments in the area.

Wolfe said he plans to appoint a committee
of local residents and realtors to evaluate the
reval, and, if necessary, appeal to the coun-
ty and state Boards of Taxation for relief.
Mayor Anthony Cucci opposes the lawsuit
idea explaining that, in his opinion, the legal
action will accomplish little. Cucci added
that some sections of the city have not been
paying their fair share of taxes for years and
now the imbalance is being adjusted.

Cucci has also met with State Senator Tom
Cowan (D-32nd) to discuss legislation that
would protect seniors on fixed income and
disabled residents from catastrophic tax
bills. The pair have also discussed an
amendment to the state constitution to
reduce the amount of taxes that all residents
would have to pay.

The Jersey City Coalition for Fair
Taxation has hired one of the state’s top
tax attorneys to press for a moratorium
on implementing the new assessments
until local residents and realtors can
work with the city to assure that the new
values are fair.

The city recently completed a court-
Qrdered revaluation of all property. the
first since 1970. Homes and businesses
have been dramatically undervalued.
but the revalution will bring property
up to 100 percent of its current market
worth,

Property values increased most
dramatically in the city's Downtown
section and many homes multiplied in
value 20 to 30 times. The city's tax rate is
expected to decrease only about six-
fold, so many downtown residents face

steep tax hikes. The coalition “sprung °*
up overnight from an abused and des-
perate citizenry because of a
botched attempt to reassess Jersey City
property,” according to a statement re-
leased by the group at a press confer-
ence yesterday. :
The press conference was held in
the basement of St. Michael's Church at
the center of Hamilton Park, one of the
neighborhoods hit hardest by the reval-
uation, to introduce Essex County At-
torney Saul Wolfe, who will spearhead

the fight against the revaluation. About
250 angry residents attended the press
conference. Many of the them shouted
their frustration with the revaluation,
frequently interrupting members of the
press who tried to question Wolfe.

A former Newark tax assessor,
Wolfe said he has represented Irving-
ton, Caldwell, Linden and other cities
in fights against property revaluations.
He said he believes Real Property Ap-

praisers did not conduct an eq-
uitable revaluation of Jersey
City, but he offered no specific
cases or evidence.

Many residents have com-
plained at community meetings
in the last two weeks that Real
Property’'s field inspectors nev-
er entered their homes or
talked with them.

“If you don't go into the
homes I don't know how you're
going to get the value right un-

ITEM TWELVE: JERSEY

CTTY HOMEQWHERS RE-

TAIN TOP TAX ATTOR-

NEY (Source: Jersey

Journal, March 19, .

1988) by Jim DeRogatis
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less you're Superman and can
see through walls,” Wolfe said

But Real Property Project
Manager Joseph Pizzoli said
the inspectors visited homes
several times in order to get in.
and forms were sent to iomes
where they couldn't get in so
that the homeowner could cor-
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rect estimated reports. “There
are going to be mistakes, we're
only human,” Pizzoli said.
“We're trying to correct those
problems now before we pre-
sent our work to the tax
asessor.”

Pizzoli said the firm is still
in the process of meeting with
residents who are contesting
what they believe are unfair
assessments. He said that
about 30 percent of the Jersey
City residents who set up ap-
pointments to appeal their as-
sessment never show up for
their appointments, an unusu-
ally high figure.

The revaluation does not
become official until the fig-
ures are adopted by the city tax
assessor and presented to the
county Board of Taxation about
a month from now. Pizzoli said
the downtown coalition’s ac-
tions are premature, since
some of the numbers might be
corrected in the next few
weeks. But Wolfe disagreed.

“Now is the time for imme-
diate action,” he said. “If we
wait until the job is completed,
it could be a costly error’ since
the city will have already paid
Real Property's $1.8 million
bill.

Wolfe said the coalition
“wants two things, a good reval-
uation, not this one, at the right
time, not now.” Their “action
plan” includes:

¢ Appointing a committee

of local recidents and realtors

to work with the city and “look
with objective standards to tell
what kind of revaluation we've
got;”

¢ Applying to the county
Board of Taxation for a one-

year extension on implement’
ing the revaluation to “tie up
loose ends and see that all of
the residents’ concerns are
met;” .

® Meeting with the county’s
delegation to the state legisla-
ture to encourage state relief
from property taxes.

The legislature is expected”

to examine ways to relieve the
property tax burden on munici-
palities in the coming year.
Wolfe said the Jersey City re-
valuation should be postponed
until the legislature acts.
Wolfe said that if the city
does not cooperate with the co-
alition’s requests, the group is
prepared to sue. Coalition
leaders hope to raise $60.000 to
pay their legal bills and say
they alreadyv have $35,000.

Mayor Anthony Cucci said
yesterday that he does not be-
lieve a lawsuit will accomplish
anything The mayor held a’
press conference to respond to
statements made at the coali-
tion's press conference.

Cucci said sections of the
city have not been paying their
fair share of taxes for years and
he offered a random sampling
of recent Downtown sales to
show how some buildings have
been dramatically underas-
sesed. He also took issue with a
statement in the coalition's
press release about “ineffi-
cient management and politi-.
cal patronage.”

“The real corruption is
when you want to shirk your
(tax) responsibility,” Cucci
said. The mayor added that the
city will not accept Real Prop-
erty’s work “‘unless we're con-
vinced its right.”

YOUR TAXES .

We are the Jersey City Coalition for
Fair Taxation:-A Few things you may
not know about property re-valuation:
It's not going to be "phased-in".

In fact, it's retro-active to January
lst, 1988. This coming August you
will have to not only pay at the new
tax rates, but to make up "Underpay-
ment" since the beginning of the year
If you have a mortgage, you may be
required to place a years tax in es-
crow. That means double taxes in
August.

Property assessments for the entire
city should have been submitted to
the County Board of Taxation by Jan-
uary 10th, 1988 at the latest. 1It's
almost April and the appraisal com-
pany is 2 months away from even sub-
mitting its final figures to the city
let alone the county.

You won't be allowed to file an in-
dividual appeal with the County Board
of Taxation unless you can pay your
August tax bill in full. Even if you
can pay your bill, you'll have to pay
for the right to make an appeal.

WE HAVE THREE IMMEDIATE GOALS:

1)We want the assessment figures made
available so we can investigate pos-
sible inequities-NOW-before we lose
our homes. 12

!

2)We want a 1 year postponement of
the re-valimplementation and the op-
portunity to see that it is done
right.

3)We want an efficient and well man-
aged government.

TO ALL WHO HAVE CONTRIBUTED, THANK
YOU

Every penny given will go to our con-
tinuing fig.L for tax justice.

The awakening is spreading city wide.

......................................

COUNT ME 1IN

Name

Address

Phone

I Want To Contribute $

Time

JERSEY CITY COALITION FOR FAIR TAXTATION
P. 0. BOX 13013 JERSEY CITY, N.J. 07302



CONRAD’S CORNER

3‘.

If the City's tax assessor had
multiplied all the old assessments by
six he would have come closer to 100%
valuation than the one done by an out
of town assessor which cost the city
1.8 million dollars or another two
dollars and thirty five cents on the
tax rate per thousand.

All the old tax bills itemized the
cost of 1land and improvements. The
new assessment shows only the total
cost of the property. When comparing
a group of buildings of the same
design and size, to have a variation
from $109,000 to $166,000, all of
which proves that the assessor when
looking over a piece of property, did
not have a2 copy of the original
assessment he could use as a guide to
judge the value of the new assessment
prior to the old.

With a high tax rate and low
assessments most of the residents of
our Riverview Neighborhood
Association were able to lead a
fairly comfortable life style. Some
say it was 1like a tax abatement for
homeowners, senior citizens and
tenants. Now with some assessments
twenty times the old, there is no way
an owner will be able to hold on to
his property or tenants with an
assessed valuation of $36  per
thousand dollars on the tax rate, all
of which is an extra $2.35 per
thousand alone for the cost of the
reassessment or $639 for a $166,000
house.

Couldn't the reassessment be done
by our own staff in city hall with a
computer and then have been someone
from the staff to spot check any
irregularities. They could come up
with a better answer than some of the
out of town professionals.

We were told that with all the new
Waterfront developments our taxes
would remain the same and even be
reduced but the opposite seems to be
the case.

Even with a forty million Federal
grant for infrastructure the
developers were able to get a tax
abatement because some of our smart
city planners 1long ago blighted all
the Waterfront land which then made
them eligible for tax abatements.

We were told that even with a tax
abatement we are getting more taxes
than when the land was undeveloped.
A1l of which may be true except that
with inflated dollars to provide for
the additional services the
developers require, we now have to
make up the difference with the small
homeowners taxes.

In fairness to the small
homeowners, (most of them senior
citizens) for the past thirty or
forty years who helped bail out the
city in bad times, we should continue
to have them remain on the old
assessed valuation and the present
tax rate for another two years, when
all new developments will begin to
pay its fair share of taxes and cause
the tax rate to go down.

Now stand still little sheep 1if you
want to make an appeal to the Hudson
County Board of taxation you will be
shorn of $150 for your appeal.
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From the above information, R.N.A.
hopes our membership begins to get an
idea of this situation. No matter
what you believe we ask you to do the
following:

A) Help R.N.A. gather a survey of our
neighborhoods new assessments. In
this regard we ask you to send us a
copy of the "Notice of Property Re-
valuation" with your new assessment.
(Or bring this information with you
to our next meeting.)

B) Go to RPA and ask for an informal

hearing. This will give you an op-
portunity to find out what they basec
your new assessment on. Ask dques-

tions and if you are not satisfied
demand an inspection of your propert:
C) Come to our meeting on April 1Ath
and join our discussion.
D)} Look in the newspaper for announce
ments of future meetings and develop:
ments.



IN MY OPINION:

The Jersey City Noalition for Fair
Taxation is out-raged at the city and
1ts leadership. The Coalition, made
up of property owners, is in favor of
100% evaluation of property in Jersey
City, provided that the revaluation is
done fairly throughout the city,

They are against a revaluation that
would force a hardship and almost the
entire tax burden on just certain sec-
tions of the city, As the group pres=-
ident Audrey Winkler says ''We, the
Coalition, are willing to pay our fair
share, the operative word being fair,"
Ms Winkler was the principle speaker
at a meeting Monday, March 21st at the
VFW hall on South St,

The Jersey City Coalition brought suit
against the citybecause they feel that
the revaluation was conducted impro=-
perly. They hired an attorney and
hope to bring this action to court
long before the tax bills are due in
August 1988, The general opinion of
the people in attendance, about 100,
was one of agreement and support. The
Coalition needs volunteers for re=
search, advertising and the collation
of data as well as financial aide for
legal fees,

Ms Winkler urged everyone to seek an
intformal hearing with Real Properties
Appraisors to confirm the information
that is on file concerning their oro-
verty, This is not to say that your
assessment will change but the infor=-
mation you gather may point out glare
ing discrepencies in the records on
which the revaluation is based.,

This is one time when it is important
for all city residents, be they owners
or tenents, to band together to bring
this tax issue to an equitable con-
clusion. It has been proved time and
time again that there is strength in
numbers, Make this fight a successful
one and give your support to the
Jersey City Coalition for Fair Taxa-
tion. It is time for the silent ma-
jority to raise their voices along
with those of their more vocal neigh=-
bors.

M. Tuzzo
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We deeply regret the passing of
Tom Vezzetti, Mayor of Hoboken.
R.N.A. wishes to extend our
sympathy to his family and
friends and the citizens of
Hoboken. We will all miss him.

© REPRODUCTION OF
ORIGINAL ART WORK
BY ARTIST

RAQUEL SWEENY




NEIGHBORHOOD DEBATE

The following are two letters
printed in the Jersey Journal
concerning the crime problem around
Franklin Street and Webster Avenue.

2/27/88

Defeat the Punks

This is an open letter to the
decent people of Jersey City Heights,
in the area of Franklin Street and
all the streets around it. It's
about time you stopped complaining
about the trouble in the area and get

off your behinds and do something
about it.
Ask anyone in the area and they all

know and will tell you about the
drugs sold on the corner by a group
of teenage punks, or how they are
afraid to park their cars for fear of
broken windshields or more, or having
their apartments broken into.

Our area has neighborhood crime
watch signs which is a laugh, because
the people who do all the complaining
are afraid to call even though they
don't have to give their name. It's
a crime watch area and that's what
most people do, watch and nothing
else,

The police are doing their job but
they can't do it alone. We have
decent American, Hispanic, Indian and
other families who 1live here. I
don't know about you but I'm tired of
having my 1life run by a small group
of Jjunkies. We have to get together

and show them we won't stand for it
anymore.

They have taken over the
neighborhood which 1is ours. Start

picking up the phone when you see a
crime taking place. Write down
license plates, get involved. If you
don't do something now, you might as
well Jjust turn over your house and
car keys to these punks because by
being silent and turning your back,
that's just what you're doing anyway.
Wake up people of the heights.

We're all neighbors and should band
together 1like neighbors and get our
neighborhood back from these punks
that have it now.

Let's get a drug free neighborhood
for your kids and the kids not born
yet. I'm proud of Jersey City and I
raised my family here. We have a
good town and together I think we can
keep it that way.

REFUSE TO TAKE ANYMORE - Jersey City

3/16/88
NEIGHBORS UNITE
There are residents in the area of

Franklin Street that have gotten off
their butts to do something about the
problem of drugs and unruly gangs.

The Webster Avenue Neighborhood
Association has met with Councilman
Hart, Capt., Galvin of the North
District police and the owners of
some of the multi-family dwellings in
the area to try to arrive at a
solution to the problem. The
association members constantly call
the Police Department when noisy
gangs appear at the corner of
Franklin and Webster and call the
Fire Department about open hydrants.
We have been in touch with nearby
neighborhood  associations and have
received positive commitments for
their support.

If Refuse to Take Anymore (Your
Opinion of 2/27) would attend our
neighborhood association meeting in
P.S. No. 8 on the first Wednesday of
each month at 7:30 p.m., he or she
could have an impact on ridding our
neighborhood of this blight. We
welcome anyone, who will help make
our neighborhood and city a better
place to live, to attend our
meetings.

R.A. VON STADEN, PRESIDENT
WEBSTER AVENUE
NEIGHBORHOOD ASSOCIATION



LETTER_FROI DCNA

(¢

Dear Rlock Associlation:

The Downtown Coalition of Neighbor-
hood Association is an organization
of four Downtown associations (Van
Vorst Park, Historic Paulus Hook,
Harimus Cove, and Hamilton Park
Associations).

Since we live immediately adjacent

to several of the new waterfront dev-
elopments in Jersey City, we have
carefully watched these developments
unfold from plans and ideas to real-
ity. Sometimes we have agreed with
the Developers' plans, but when we
disagreed we made our concerns known.
HEowever, we have come to appreciate
the magnitude of these proposed dev-
elopments and their effects -- not
only on our downtown area -- but on
the entire city.

For the past two years we have spon-
sored a DEVELOPVENT EXHIBITICN, These
have provided Developers with an aren
in which to present their plans to th
public while allowing members of the
public to ask questions directly of
the planners themselves.

Because of the success of our previous]
Zxhibitions, we're sponsoring DEVELOPS
NENT E¥ITIIITICY #3 to be held on Sun-
day, VMay 1st from 11 AM to 5 PM,

This year, our EXHIBITION will be in
Vewport Center -- a project which was
only a model at the time of our first
Exhibition in 1986,

We have invited more than 50 Develop-
ers and governmental agencies to
participate in this event. Almost all

exhibitorswil]l be there with models,

drawings and maps of their projects.
Their architects and engineers will

also be on hand to answer questions.,
ADMISSION IS FREE.

We ask you to urge the members of

your Association to attend this event.

By attending, they will be able to
see what is belng proposed for the
Jersey City waterfront and our

Downtown area,
JOHN LESTER, DCNA President

March 25, 1988

A VISIT TO NEWPORT

New Jersey's latest newcomer to the
mall scene is Newport Centre in Jersey
City. Conveniently located by path,
bus or car, it's three levels offers
the amenities of shopping usually
associated with similiar malls. What
makes this one unique from most is its
spacious modern architecture and the
luxuries of its tranquil waterfalls
and trees. Coming into Newport Centre
reminds one of the relaxing atomsphere
of a minipark, but with plenty of
stores close by should you want any-
thing.

The first two levels consist essential
ly of department stores like Stern's
and Sears, a CVS drugstore, and smallef
shops like Casual Corners, AD3, JW,
Lerner's, Waldenbooks, and many others
The total list, after a number of
stores make their arrivals, should wel
come to over eighty.

On the third level, you can really sit
back and unwind after a busy day of
shopping. You may want to head over to
the Food Court and munch away on some
of David's Cookies or, perhaps, have
something a bit more substantial and
healthy like a pasta salad and yogurt
shake at Everything Yogurt. Whatever
your palate, you should be able to
find something here.

So, what do you do when your shopping
bags are dragging you down? Why not
head to the Odiplex Theaters? Also on
third level, your most difficult task
will be deciding which of the eight
movies to choose from. Prices for the
first showing are $3.00 for children
and adults. For the next showings,
children pay $3.00 and adults pay
$6.00.

Like most malls today, Newport Centre
likes to attract people in by sched-
uling car raffles, fashion shows and
holiday picture shoots for children,
but whatever your reason for going

to Newport Centre just have fun. As
that famous shopping motto goes, "Shop
till you drop - or till the mall closeS$
Mall hours are 9-5 weekdays, 10-9:30
Saturdays, and 11-6 on Sundays.

-A. Soto



LETTER TO THE MAYOR

(The following is a complaint, that
with the approval of the RNA
membership, was sent to the Mayor.)
March 12, 1988

Dear Mayor Anthony Cucci:

This is to inform you of the
history and most recent change 1in
status of the notorious illegal

dumpsite on Ravine Road (also known
as New York Avenue) here in the
Heights.
The
Association

Riverview Neighborhood

has repeatedly made
formal complaints over the last four
years about the health and the
motoring public using the road. To
date, very little has been done to
eliminate or even improve the
deplorable and unsafe conditions.
(In January, 1988, RNA was made aware
by Michael Barnes of the Engineering

Department, that during the spring
the City plans to begin renovation
work on this road. Mr. Barnes will

be a guest speaker at our April 12th
meeting to discuss this matter.)

Periodically, local papers have
featured articles and photographs
dramatically pointing out the
conditions which include the dumping
of every kind of trash, garbage,
construction waste, furniture,

torched autos and even dead bodies.
During the past week, City and
Incinerator Authority vehicles moved
into the area, we thought, to remove
the debris. Actually, a "token"
amount (4 dumpsters) was reportedly
removed. However, most of the junk
still remains. As has happened so
often in the past, the cars and other
refuse have been merely bulldozed
from one place to another : shoved
and stacked more neatly into a
centralized Marea for cars"....and
left as a "suggestion" for the next

1\ 7

dumper!

This time it's even worse! Tons of
debris have been shoved among and
around the trees in the area by the

road. In addition, a passageway has
peen "cut" by a bulldozer creating
access to an ad jacent
railway...apparently to provide a

roadway to the dumpsite for dumping
literally dozens (10 or more
estimated) of empty 55 gallon drums,

which also have been spread evenly
among the trees.

Obviously we are concerned about
the nature and source of the drums

and the contamination threat they
pose...as well as the threatening
presence of debris that has been
shoved around the trees (at some
points 3 to 4 feet high).

The City's handling of this
situation not only shows a

disrespectful attitude toward those
of us living in the neighborhood, but
it also dramatically points out a
fundamental ignorance and disrespect
for the law and for the environment.
The debris is still there, the
hazards are still there, people are
threatened, tax money is being used
and misused and the message to
illegal dumpers is one of tolerance
at the worst, and indifference at the
best

At our monthly meeting, Tuesday,
March 8th, we voted unanimously to
send you this message: this is our
neighborhood and our home - not a
dumpsite to be "illegally managed" by
the City. We will no longer tolerate
this condition! Therefore, we demand
- since normal complaints have failed
- that you, as Mayor, personally see
to it that the appropriate city
agency(s) reverse and eliminate this
intolerable condition immediately!

Also, we request a letter from you
outlining what we can expect in
regard to this situation and Yyour
personal action.



UPDATE - PARKS COMMITTEE

The following are two position
papers of the J.C. Parks Committee.
They are a 1list of recommendations
that will be discussed with each
individual agency at the committee's
meetings in April and are planned to
be implemented this summer.

Statement of Committee Purpose

There is a bi-fold purpose to the
existence of the Jersey City Parks
Committee. The first is to improve,
promote, establish, and systematize
security in the parks of Jersey City
through the Jersey City Police
Department. The second is to
establish a program of activities in
our parks and to ensure that those
programs can be implemented in well
maintained and suitably equipped
facilities,

The committee has categorized our
City parks into  three types,
neighborhood parks, playgrounds and
ballfields. We are primarily though
not exclusively concerned with the
neighborhood  parks. We have so
designated nine parks - Audobon,
Arlington, Bayside, Columbia,
Hamilton, Leonard Gordon, Lafayette,
RiverView, and Van Vorst.

In regard to security, we have also
established that there shall be from

May through  September a  "Park
Attendant" who will be assigned to
each  neighborhood park for the

purposes of establiishing programs of
activity and to maintain overseeing
the physical needs and well being of
the parks. That person's presence
and work will afford a liaison of
security between the park and the
police,

| - Jersey City Police Department

After many meetings and other
informational sessions, it has been
determined that the following

specific recommendations be made in
the form of a formal request. That
suggestion has come from a meeting
with late Chief John Fritz, Deputy

Chief  Raymond Blasczak, District
Commanders James Galvin, James Cowan,
and Patrick Maglione, and

representative Captain Schmitt. We

have also verified through Labor
Relations Director exactly which of
our requests are within the
prerogative and permissibility of the
Municipal and Departmental
contracts. We  appreciate the

cooperation of the Department to this
point and anticipate & positive
result of the hours which we have all
devoted to this cause.

J.C. Parks Committee Requests

1. That there be a police presence
in each of the neighborhood parks on
a regular basis. We request that
that presence be most specifically
present  during the "warm weather"
periods from May through the Autumn.

2. We will defer to the Department
in determining personnel deployment

specifics. However, we request a
police person be assigned to the
parks from 4:00 p.m. through 12:00
Midnight. From 12:00 Midnight, we
request a regular patrol of the parks
until 9:00 a.m, We request that that
patrol be significantly more than a

patrol car "riding through or past"
on an occasional basis. We ask that
the patrol be a combination of foot
and vehicle patrol and that the
personnel be inside of or, minimally,
on the perimeter of the parks often

and regularly. In the large parks -
Bayside, €.g. = and in the more
complex parks - Leonard Gordon, e.g.

-, we request that those patrols
involve police patrol in the remote
and/or hidden areas of the parks. We
ask that from 9:00 a.m. through 3
p.m. there be a regular patrol,
combination foot and vehicular.

Cont'd. Pg.
19



3 We ask that there be a system each other and establish a
between the foot patrols and relationship, so as to familiarize
vehicular patrols so that they do not each with the other's role, to
coincide but rather that they establish a clear and well founded
complement each other in such a basis of communication for day to day
manner as to provide greater time contact and for emergent situations,
coverage. We defer to the department and so as to include each in the
as to the integration of these other's agenda and the reasons for
requests with other regular patrols them.
if and where possible,

6. We request that there be
4, We ask that the Department implementation of whatever necessary
dedicate its agenda specifically to administrative action is necessary as
the historic problems relative to to make this agenda reach
urban parks in warm weather months. satisfactory implementation. If that
We ask that there be specific includes, and prior meetings indicate
programs of  prevention, ongoing { that it will, new assignments or
patrol and investigation, and redeployment, then so be it.
follow-up activity. Of these, we
believe most strongly that a {1 7. We request that there be
prevention program will make | available a system whereby "Special
everyone's lives easier, "Nip it in § Events" can be accommodated with
the bud", if you please. We ask that E whatever personnel are deemed
specific attention be paid to | necessary. Thus, a WTwilight
narcotics in all aspects, to public § Concert" might need a few personnel
drinking, to disorderly behavior | more than a regular evening and we
including noise, to vandalistic | ask that such extenuating
behavior, and to the "so called E circumstances be able to be
little things" of graffiti and | addressed.
general public nuisance. We request
that specific patrols or divisions be 8. We request the ongoing
included on a special basis where cooperation of the department in
applicable, narcotics division, e.g. directing the park attendants and

this committee whenever their
S We request the availability of | expertise indicates need for change,
the Department's appropriate alteration, addition, or subtraction
personnel to the "Park Attendant", of the ongoing system.
most especially in May so as to meet Cont'd. Pg.20
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T PERSHING FIELD POOL

Swim for pleasure and fitness!
Enjoy the safe %.zzay to physical fitness.

Phone Pershing Field Pool & Rink Utility
547-6886 {1 Pershing Plaza, Jersey City, NJ
Anice Jengo, Director

Open all year !
INDOOR HEATED OLYMPIC SIZE POOL
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2 - Recommendations to the Division of
Leisure Activities and C.E.T. for the
Creations of a Park Attendant
Position

Employment Dates:
May 15, 1988 thru Sept. 11, 1988

The reason for these dates is to
include a ‘'pre-season" during which
the person shall be liable for
meeting with local area individuals,
groups, schools, churches, leaders,
et al for the purpose of learning the
area peoples'needs and desires,
demographics, and any other
information and statistics which will
assist in the establishment of a
program of activities, This period
will also allow for time to become
familiar with pertinent City and
other governmental agencies with whom
relationship is necessary, including
local police situations. This period
will also allow for learning the
physicality of the neighborhood park,
its facilities, positives, negatives,
needs and to begin address of each an
all of those.

Job Summary:
The "Park Attendant®
work on a

shall be to
full time basis for the
purpose of implementing a program of
leisure time activities in a
specifically designated "Neighborhood
Park" for the Summer months and to
oversee the physical condition and
facilities within the premises of
that park.

Specific Duties:

The park attendant shall begin his
or her employment prior to the end of
the school year and shall spend the

time from mid May through school
closing in the activity of learning
the neighborhood of that park to

which he or she is assigned. Such
learning shall include visits to and
establishing communication with local
residents individually, local
resident groups, block assoclations,

associations, civie
» Schools and churches, and any
other pertinent entity, It shall
also  include familiarizing oneself
with the pertinent city agencies -
leisure activities, public works, et
al - with whom there is a natural
relationship. It shall also include
establishing relations with local
police and establishing the
appropriate procedures for ongoing
security. It shall also include
communication with  individuals or
other entities which can and should
become part of the summer programs =
colleges, art groups, music groups,
the library, et al. This time period
shall also be the period during which
the actual establishment of the
program agenda is devised and begun
to be implemented.

The Park Attendant shall be
responsible for establishing a
program of leisure activities for a
daily regular schedule. That program
should be devised according to the
needs and desires of the neighborhood
and should be aimed primarily though
certainly not exclusively, to
children on the most daily basis as
well as the entire community of that
particular area on other bases.

The Park Attendant shall also be
responsible for the overseeing of the

physical condition of the
neighborhood park in terms of
ensuring that ongoing systematic
maintenance 1is provided, repairs are
quickly implemented, needed
assistance 1is secured, and equipment
is in place. He or she shall also
establish particular physical needs
prior to the summer season and
maintain vigilance as to the
provision of those  needs, as
possible,

The Park Attendant shall also be
responsible for overseeing the
general  security of the park and

shall do so by maintaining an ongoing
intimate working relationship with

Cont'd. Pg.2lI



local as well as citywide police Practically speaking, however,
personnel, that is the local police there will probably not be a need
stationhouse and district commander for twelve hours at each park each
and staff as well as citywide of the seven days. Thus, any
patrols or divisions such as variation thereof 1is possible. The
motorecycle or narcotics squads. individuals can be hired both by
Such  rapport shall include daily Leisure Activities and by C.E.T.
contact on regular schedule.
The closing period of time at the Salary:
end of summer and up to September 11 Salary range for C.E.T. employees
shall be a summary period during is entirely within their structural
which there shall be sessions to prerogative. Salary range for a
close out any business for this full time person hired by leisure
year, to "think-tank" the programs activities should be $300.00
and structure with recommendations weekly. This is for seventeen weeks
for improvements, to set a basis for for a total of $5100.00. Overall
some form of Fall and Winter figure is $45,900.
programs, and to allow for
preliminary discussion of next Resume:
year's programs. Hiring shall be based on
availability for full time
Time: performance, physical ability to
The Park Attendant shall be hired perform in this field on this
so as to begin work in mid May and schedule, experience in  leilsure
shall work through and including field and that must include
September 11, 1988, The person diversification instead of pure
shall work on a full time basis. athletic experiences, administrative
Now, there are two ways in which to ability or experience, supervisory
provide such full ¢time work. The ability, ability to work with
first is to allow for a single children, communicative skills.
employee who works on a full time Ideal market for employees would be
but flexible schedule. That is, if colleges, teachers on summer recess,
it is necessary to work one day from persons reentering the Jjob market,
9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m, and then to or retired persons with these
return and work from 6:00 p.m. to skills.
8:00 p.m., then so be it, Another
day might see a schedule from 10:30
a.m, to 6:30 p.m. In this case, one
person works according to the
schedule of programs and activities.
The second and more desirable
situation is the hiring of one full
t}me attendant per park and one part NEWSLETTER STAFF
time attendant per park so as to
allow for presence in the park from Fditor: Kathy Brennan
9:00 a.m. to 9:00 p.m.sevm?days Graphics: Raquel Sweeney
per week. AEORLEL TGl . Writers: Carin Lewis, Dee Ipsaro,
as fifty full time hours and Claire Ryan, Alice Soto,

thirty-four part time hours or, more
ideally, as two forty-two hour full
times,

Maria Tuzzo
Contributors: Ted Conrad,Dean Howell,
Randy Sanford, Vito
Brunetti, and Bob Lewis

Advisor: Vito Brunetti
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Neighborhod sociation

RNA IS NOT AFFILIATED WITH ANY POLITICAL PARTY, ORGANIZATION OR ELECTED OFFICIAL.

74
MEETING )
I Michael Barnes of the Dept. of
Engineering, was greeted by
seventy five percent of the RNA
membership when he was the guest
speaker at the April meeting.
Mr., Barnes was at the meeting to
present the city's current plan
to refurbish Ravine Road. Besldes
paving the road, the plan calls
for sidewalks with high curbs,
fencing and sewerage drains. The re-
construction 1s being delayed while
some old drums stored in the area
are being shecked for contamination.
Tex Aldredge 1s working with the
Engineering Dept. on this aspect of
the program. (See Bavine Rd, Update.)
Tom Killeen of the Incinerator
Authority was the sscond guest
speaker. Tom presented the members
with information concerning the
recycling program, mandated by state
law and slated to begin here in the
‘Heights on April 27th. Along with
facts on the high cost of disposing
of thousands of tons of the city's
garbage, Tom also made the mambers
awars of the possible repercussions
of failure to comply with the new
law. Besides keeping the cost of
disposing of our garbage down, re-
cycling will also reduce the tonnags
being deposited at the remalning
dump sites in the state of New Jersey.
A surprise guest was Councilman Tom
Hart, who addresssd a few words to
the assembly concerning the ground-
breaking for school #28 and the citys
budget meeting.
Wa also heard from David Malms, the
young man who is working on earming
nis eagle scout badge. David is co-
ordinating this year's park clean-
up and he also has plans for planting
certaln areas in the park with
flowers.

Pt

num-~AC

The revaluation of property was to

be the third issue of discussion for
the evening, but due to the late hour
and the importance of the subject ths
members voted to discuss the property
reval at a speclal meeting. (The
meeting was held on April 26th: see
Under the Chalr for more information,)
After a brief committee report by
D=an Howell and Randy Sanford, the
meeting was adjourned and refreshments
were served.

RNA signed up nine new members at the
clogas of the meeting.

If you are concerned about any of the
subjects that you have just read
about, then please join us at the
next RNA meeting to be held May 10th,
7:30 PM at ths Harborview Health

Care Center, second floor solarium.

Sscretary

Maria E, Tuzzo

' l

FOR

AGENDA {
MAY 10th MEETING

[ 1. Flea Market

2., Spring Cleanup
3. Riverview Park

i 4, Revaluation

9.

™




Under

the
Chair

Following up on the April issue
devoted to the Jersey City Revalua-
tion, members of RNA joined together
with other people of the community
and started The Heights Chapter of
the Jersey City Coslition for Fair
Taxation. The organizers were Gus
Calatrese of Milton Ave.,, Joe Callan-
drillo of Hutton St., Tom DeGise of
New York Ave,, Joan Muller of South
St., Tom Murphy of Baldwin Ave,,

Liz and Richard Von Staden of Webster
St., and Dean Howell, Bob Murray,
Randy Sanford, Maria Tuzzo and Vito
Brunetti of BRNA, The first meeting
was held on April 26 at P,S. 8. An
audlence, numbering over 300 people,
listened to gpeeches by the above
people and the keynote speaker,
Audrey Winkler, chair of the JCCFT.
The main theme was that the City
should delay the implementation of
the new revaluation until all the
lnequities are corrected - so that
everyone will pay their falr share of
the tax burden. The group asked for
money contributions, volunteers to do
research and distribute information
and statlstics from each of the pro-
perty owners, including the old and
new assessments, A second meeting of
the Helghts Chapter of JCCFT is plan-
ned for May 15th at St. Ann's Church
at 3545 Kennedy Blvd. The Coalition
has adopted a famous saying by Ben-
Jamin Franklin, as its slcgan: "..we
must, indeed, all hang together, or
most assuredly, we shall all hang
separately."

Update: On April 28th, the City

Council passed by a vote of 5 to 4,

& resolution to request formally that
Hudson County's assemblymen and
senators introduce legislation allow-
ing the Council to postpone the reval
for up to two years. This legislation
1s called a permissive moratorium.

Councilman Tom Hart voted for the
resolution and George Aviles voted
against it,

Stay tuned for future developments
and watch the newspapers and cable
TV channel 18 for all announcements.

At our April meeting, City
Engineer Michael Barnes described in
detail the renovation of Ravine Road
(or New York Avenue). The work will
consist of the repaving of the street,
new sidewalks, guardrails and fences.
It will cost approximately $300,000,
If the bonding comes through, con-
struction should begin this summer
and completed by the end of the year,
During this discussion, two disturb-
ing issues were raised,

One, there were no plans to correct
the water problem at the bottom of
Ravine Road by including a drainage
system in the renovation. Estimating
that 1t will cost close to 3 million
dollars, Barnes stated that he hoped
the state would fix the problem,

Two, even more distressing is the
presence of a toxic dump site on the
eastern shoulder of the road, Drums
littering the site are evidence of
this problem. Tex Aldredge of the
Hazardous Waste Unit, informed the
meeting that the site was closed in
1982 and taken over by the state.

8% million dollars of federal funds
were used, between 1982-84, to remove
160 drums filled with toxic material,
The site 1s listed on the Federal

DEP Superfund List. (A seperate article
about this problem is on page 1go)
Tex also stated that an environmental
official will be present during all
Work on the road construction to
insure safety and health standards.

In the beginning of April, one
of our neighbors, Fred Tegtmeyer
started a petition to replace two of
the basketball backboards and rims
in BRiverview Park., The petition reads
"We the undersigned being Taxpayers
and Voters of Jersey City, are resi-
dents of the Fisk Park Area, and we
respectfully request that the 10 foot
poles and rims in the Basketball
Court in Fisk Park be replaced for
the use of the area residents and
youth,"

A 1little background: in the fall of



1987, after the nelghborhood demon-
stration at City Hall to protest
conditions in Riverview Park, Vito
Brunetti suggested to Joan Earls of
the Division of Leisure Activities
that two of the four basketball back-
boards be removed. It was intended

as an experiment to see if this
would deter the kids from hanging out
in the basketball court after 10 PM
playing ball, drinklng, making loud
noise and generally disturbing the
neighbors living around the Park.
Obviously, from the number of signa-
tures - 128 - that Fred has collected
and presented to the City, there
seems to be a desire to rsplace the
two boards.

Two thoughts: lst, one only hopes
that all those who signed the petit-
jon are prepared for the probable

first day of the program in Jersey
City. Unfortunately, there were a
few serious problems, residents
noticed on QOgden Avenue:

a) the pickup trucks were late
and did not arrive till about 4:30 PM
in the day,

b) when they did appear, the
workers did not pickup all the re-
cycable items at the curbside, and

c) glass bottles were thrown
and broken as they landed in the
trucks.

ENA offers this criticism in a positive
spirit - hoping that the pickup system
will be improved., BRNA heartily en-
dorses this important program, but

if the citizens are required to

follow certain rules and procedures,
the workers of the Incinerator Auth-
ority must do likewlise &’ 50t a good

return of the ballplaying and loud example.
and unlawful activities that will ' LT ———
occur after 10 PM, TRAFFIC UPDATE

2nd, it is unfortunate that Fred did
not accept an invitation to present
the petition at BNA's April meeting
for discussion., It is only through
communication that we as a nelghbor-
hood can work out our differences
end improve our community.

Another project was launched last
month in Riverview Park. Davld Melns,
a local boy working on his eagle
scout project, has picked our Park
as his location. He has already paint-
ed the pavilion, ridding it of the
ugly graffitti, Other plans include

a general park cleanup and creation
of a flower garden, People interested
in helping David should call him at
795-2882. One can only imagine what

a great park it would be, if we has

a handful of Davids. Thank you David
from BNA.

Recently BNA has recelved several
requests from mayoral candidates
wishing to speak at our meetings. This
jdea was discussed at our April meet-
ing and; by consensus, it was decided
to walt until next year before BNA

(The following is the Division of
Traffic Engineering's reply to a
Jetter RNA sent on September 15, 1987.)

Subject: Traffic signal request at
Palisade Avenue and Cuneo
Place

Dear BRNA:

In reply to your letter requesting
that a traffic signal be installed
at the intersection of Palisade Ave.
and Cuneo Place, please be advised
of the following:

A traffic study has been completed
by this Divislion for the aforementioned
intersection., However, at this time
the traffic data collected does not
meet the warrants mandated by the
Department of Transportation for the
jnstallation of a traffle signal.
However, our office will continue to
collect and update data for the
jntersection of Palisade Ave, and
Cuneo Place. At such time that the
traffic data should meet the necessary
requirements for a traffic signal,
the pertinent data will be forwarded
to the State for thelr perusal.

starts inviting candidates to our
meetings.

April 27th was the first day of
the long awalited recycling progranm in
our neighborhood. It was also the

in the interim, the Traffic
Investigator for this area will insure
that the necessary traffic signs and
pavement markings are present.

Patricia Blake
Senior Traffilc Investigator

3 April 25, 1988
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CONRAD’S CORNER
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Letter sent to Jersey Journal

When French Architect, Le Corbusier
first visited New York City in
1935, he said the skyscrapers were
much too small and there were too
many of them all crowded together
like little needles as if the
telephone had not been invented and
people had to run next door in
order to communicate.

His plan, much like Frank Lloyd
Wright's Broad Acres for the
automobile age, was to spread the
population in dense clusters like
satelite cities with acres of open
space around them.

In order to save as much open space
in the cities planners around 1950
zoned areas to limit growth and
density. Since that time the
Boards of Adjustment of all our
cities have been granting variances
on the R-2 residential zoning to
allow for the construction of
condominiums on every last bit of
vacant land or the alteration and
construction of new buildings in
R-2 zoned areas. All of which with
the increased use of automobiles
and over-development is causing a
hopeless gridlock.

Our modern planners it would seem
are afraid of leaving any land go
fallow, one has only to look at the
devastation taking place on the
Monastery grounds to see how their
scorched earth policies are
destroying the last bit of open
space in Union City when the Musto
regime failed to apply for the 2.5
million green acres funding to make
the Monastery grounds parkland in a
county which is fifty percent
deficient in parkland.

The new assessments and thirth-five
dollar tax rate will eliminate 2all
the affordable housing we had in
Jersey City. Lots assessed at five
hundred dollars and now twenty
thousand will no longer remain
vacant. Shouldn't we be rewarded
for maintaining them as open space
to help improve the quality of life
in our city, and what about owners
of restored historic houses, will
they be able to hold on to them?

With an increase in assessments and
taxes, owners of rentable
apartments may not be able to
compete with affordable housing
developers are building with tax
abatements, We had affordable
housing before we got our new
assessments, now as small
homeowners having bailed out the
city during bad times are we going
to get a tax abatement like the
cut-of-town developers?

Ted Conrad

(Editors Note: Mr Conrad will
celebrate his 78th birthday
on May 19th)

/
O
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RNA wishes to express its deepest
sympathy to the Jack Rea family on
the recent loss of Mrs Rea's mother
Mrs. Bessie Tuzzo.



FLEA MARKET SPRING CLEAN-UP

HURRY! HURAY! HURRY! Time 1s getting BNA's annual neighborhood cleanup

closer to our Fourth Annual Flea 1g scheduled for Saturday and Sunday,
Market on Saturday, June 11lth, If you June 4th and 5th. Three dumpsters will
are an RNA member, the cost for a be provided at the following locations:
space or a table will be §7.00. 1) Cuneo Place, between Ogden and
Tables will be for RNA members only Palisade Avenues,
due to thelr limited quantity and 2) geiiy gtrezt, betwesen Ogden and
t come first allsade venues,

::i&ebiagiien SENERfS ° 3) Griffith Street, between Ogden and

i de Avenues.
If you are interested, please 11l Palisa )
out the application pelow, include The dumpsters and large plastic gar
a check -payable to RNA- and send bages bags will be provided by the J.C.
both to BNA, 232 Ogden Avenue, Je; In?inerator Authority. _ .
NJ. 07307. A copy of your application It's your opportunity to clean out your
wiil be sent to you and provide the pasement and attic and get rid of any
proof that you are entitled to a thing that has been collecting dust in
table or space. the house. STy
Bekers, we need your help. Any baked (Reminder: RNA is having 1Us rlea
zoods that cen be sold at the Flea Market on the following Saturdey,
Market to help bolster the RNA Trea- June 11th - so 1f you coge acgosst .
sury will be greatly appreclated. anything that can be sold or donate
Also. BNA will have a table for any- to RNA, save 1t for the Flea Market.)
one who Wishes to donate usable Also part of this weekend is_the

leanup of Riverview Park. Please take
articles for sale. =
The Flea Market is our biggest event gome time and join BENA t% tge Parkc:n
and any money raised helps support Saturday morning, June 4th to spru

. PN up our pavilion and clean up the
;hernsscc;auion throughout the entire ggoundsg Thie year ANA will be, getbing
ear.

help from boy gcout, Daviad Malms,
232Zii§n§°rizaﬁﬁggéu%ﬁe"ﬁﬁzni?yA Come to our May 10th meeting for more

convenient time for the drop off or details.

pick-up of donation will be arranged.
Chalrwoman

Carin Lewis, a !

RIVERVIEW NEIGHBORHOOb ASSOCIATION

FOURTH ANNUAL FLEA MARKET
REGISTRATION FORM

Please reserve me a space:

Name:

Address:

Phone No.:

Price: RNA Members - $ 7.00 All money is due no later
All Others - $10.00 than June 1, 1988.

By participating as a seller in the RNA Flea Market, I agree
not to sell any food items, pornographic or obscene material
or drug paraphernalia. If I violate this agreement, I will
forfeit my right to participate and leave the flea market.

Signature 5




PARK COMMITTEE UPDATE

The Committee is happy to announce
that plans formulated during our
bimonthly winter meetings are now
becoming realities. Perhaps you've
seen our announcement/employment
advertisements in local papers.
These ads were seeking full-time
park attendants, There is also a
seperate announcement for our
"Summer Performance Series” which
is seeking people to perform in
them. (Both ads are reprinted below, )
The Committee is now in the process
of hiring people, establishing
specific schedules, and determining
lmmediate and long range maintenance
needs in each of the nine selected
parks (including our own Riverview
Park: see article "Priorities for
Biverview Park" on page 7 ). Soon
you'll meet our own Riverview atten-
dant at a special "kick-off" cele-
bration/introduction we're now plan-
ing! More later!

Dean Howell_

(The following is a report from
Councilman Tom Hart concerning a
telephone conversation with Paul
DePascale, County prosecutor and
acting Jersey City Police Director
on April 12, 1988)

Mr. DePascale indicated that he is,
in fact, familar with the J.C. Parks
Committee, its work, its goals, and
its history and meeting schedule. He
has been unable to personally attend
any meetings because of his double
work load. However, in response to
ny stataments and questions, Mr.
DePascale made the following remarks:
*There shall be s dramatically in-
creased presence of police in the
parks." "There shall be a dramatic
change 1n parks security as provided
y police,” "The thrust of the re-
organization (as it relates to the
parks 1ssues) 1s one of high profile
and high visibility." And, "The J.C.
Police Department transition will go
hand in glove with us (the Parks
Committee),"

PERFORM IN THE PARK!

NEW PERFORMANCE PROGRAM NEEDS
TALENT FOR SERIES

The Jersey City Parks Committee is now
looking to hire Jersey City “‘local talent’’
to participate in its new ‘Summer Perfor-
mance Series’’ which will consist of live’
performances throughout the summer, in
each of nine neighborhood parks:

Arlington Park — Bayside Park, Columbia Park
Audubon Park — Hamilton Park, Lafayette Park
Leonard Gorden Park — Riverview Park, Van Vorst Park
e Music: Big Band, jazz, choral, salsa,

rock, classical ete. -
¢ Dance
e Mixed Performance

e Provide own sound equipment
and/or props
e Day — Evening from June thru Sept.

Send credentials (introduction letter,
resume, tapes etc.) to:

Parks Committee
325 Palisade Ave., Room 306
J.C., N.J. 07307

3
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SPRING — SUMMER EMPLOYMENT
EARN OVER $4500.00

NEW LEISURE PARKS PROGRAM NEEDS DIRECTORS

The Jersey City Parks Committee and City Division of Lei
sure Activities is seeking 9 (nine) individuals to work a:
“"PARK ATTENDANTS" in the 9 Neighborhood Parks —

Arlington Park — Bayside Park — Columbia Park
Auvdubon Park — Hamilton Park — Lafayette Park
Leonard Gordon Park — RiverView Park — Van Vorst Park

' DUTIES: To develop a summer program of activities for the
neighborhood park by working with the community of eact

| of the parks. To administer the programs, to supervise

“staff, to oversee the physical condition of the parks, and t«
interact with the community, local municipal agencies, locz
police and public safety agencies in providing a safe anc
satistying summer.

REQUIREMENTS: Must be available on a full time basis, be
ginning May 15, 1988 and working through September
1988. Applicants must be able to work with individuals anc
groups and possess the ability to plan, develop, implement
and administer social, cultural, athletic, and artisti
programs.

Experience is preferred but not required.
SALARY: $7.00 per hour.

INTERESTED?
Contact Director Joan Earls of Leisure Activities at
-1 547-4582 or 547-457
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Planning and Development

348 Ogden Avenue

The Planning and Development
column has reason to sound a little
bit like an obituarv this month.

We are saddened bv the loss of one
of the finest old buildinas in our
neighborhood. That magnificent old
house north of Riverview Park, at
348 Ogden, has been demolished.

The building wes known to most of
us by its large vellow arched door-
way near the sidewalk and was owned
for many years oV the Ciapna family.
Last minute efforts to save the
structure were made by Ted Conrad
and Councilman Tom Hart, but a
valid demolition permit had already
been obtained, so nothing could be
done.

The present new owners, we pre-=
sume, saw the land as more valuable
without the old house on it. They
had previously filed plans to build
an apartment building there but
were turned down by the Board of
Adjustment. At that meeting, our
committee spoke out against such a
breaking of the R-2 zoning law re-
cuirement. Now the owners have
filed plans to build two-family
houses there. We will keep the
R.N.A. informed about this site.

Recycle today!
JE_RSEY CITY, INCINERATOR AUTHORITY

|- B
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PRIORITIES FOR RIVERVIEW PARK
Testablished by Friends and Nelghbors
of Riverview Park: Nov. 23, 1987)

Based on all the informatlon,
preferences, blases, facts and dreams
that have been collected from friends
and neighbors of Riverview Park over
the last three years (including the
Park Forum of 1985, and the Park
meetings this past summer) the Ad Hoc
Committee has established the following
list of priorities for maintenance
and renovation of the Park.

This 1ist will be presented to the
appropriate City Department to deter-
mine what items can be managed by
regular City services, and the remain-
ing items will be submitted/recom-
mended in our request for the §57,000.
CDBG fund already allocated for the
Park's repairs.

The committee has determined that
in the future, the Park should be used
for both Active and Passive activitles,
and that all future installatlions
(repairs, renovations, and new faci-
1ities) should follow what we have
termed "Traditional"™ in the use of
materials and decorum (ie, brick and
concrete instaed of plastic, alumn,,
etc.; ornamental in form rather than
"hard-edge"; congruous in form rather
than medule).

Prioritles:

1. Replace Pavilion walls with
ralling
2. Police presence in Gazebo

3. Attractive trash cans through-
out the Park

4, Sidewalks/ walkways repaired

5, Retaining wall at cliff repair

. Landscaping upgraded

7., Ceiling lights installed in
pavilion

8. Appropriate lighting through-
out Park

9, Public flower garden

10. Appropriate seating in Park

11, Weatherizing benches and other
facilities

12, Installation of bulletin
board at appropriate site in Park

13, Install sod in place of
defunct sprinkler

14, Repair center plece

15, Install more signs (approp-
riate in message and design).



Reducing Eye Drops Danger

Millions of Americans who use eye
drops risk serious side effects,
including chest pains, potentially
fatal heart disturbances diarrhea and

w2 LalE o S § L~ S = 4 1 01

asthma attacks, researchers warn.

But two simple techniques can
dramatically reduce that risk.

"No one ever thinks that putting some
medicine in your eye can affect blood
pressure or cause serious fluctuations
in the heartbeat. But it most
certainly can," reports Thom J.
Zimmerman, M.D., chairman of
ophthalmology at University of
Louisville School of Medicine.

When we use eye drops, some of the
drug seeps into the tear drainage
ducts in the corner of the eyes. Tt
passes down into the back of the nose,
and as we breathe in, the air and the
drug produce a fine mist, which is
absorbed - full strength - into the
myriad of blood vessels in the throat.

Drugs taken orally are detoxified by
the liver before they go to work,
explains Dr. Zimmerman. But those
that enter through the eye are
undiluted when they flow around the
body. It's as if you injected the
drug directly into a vein.

But there are two simple ways to cut
your risk:

1. Close your eye for three minutes
after putting in eye drops.

2. Place your finger in the corner of
the eye, next to the nose, and exert
gentle pressure for three minutes,.

"Either way works," says Dr.
Zimmerman., "During the three minutes
of each procedure, tears cause any
excess of the drug to spill out of the
eye so it doesn't pass into the
throat. 1In studies, we were able to
reduce the amount of drug getting into
the bloodstream by sixty percent. And
we found that more drug stays around
the eye to do the work it was intended
to do."

So serious is the risk among people
regularly using eye drops that many
ophthalmologists are now printing on
their prescriptions the need to close
the eye for a few minutes after each
application, Submitted By:
Tom Redmerski
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Beignets d'aubergine
(eggplant fritters)

1 Eggplant, about 1 pound corn,
peanut or vegetable oil

Salt to taste, if desired
Freshly ground peppers to taste
1 Cup finely chopped scallions
1 Tablespoon finely minced garlic
2 Eggs, lightly beaten
1

Cup flour
1/3 Cup milk
1 Tablespoon baking powder
1/4 Cup finely chopped chives
1. Trim off the ends of the
eggplant. Peel the eggplant and

discard the skin.

2. Cut the eggplant into one-
quarter-inch-thick slices. Stack the
slices and cut them into ocnhe-quarter-
inch-wide strips. Cut the strips into
one-quarter-inch cubes. There should
be about four cups.

in a
salt
skillet
are

3. Heat one-quarter cup oil
skillet, and add the eggplant,
and pepper. Cook, shaking the
and stirring, until the pieces
tender., Add the scallions and
garlic. Cook, shaking the skillet and
stirring, about one minute longer.
Drain well in a colander. There
should be about two cups.

4. Put the eggs in a mixing bowl
and add the flour, stirring with a
wire whisk. Add the milk, stirring.
Stir in the baking powder and cl ' “es.

5. Add the eggplant and bienc wieil,

6. Add oil to a skillet, preferably
stick-proof, to a depth of about one-
quarter inch. When it is hot, drop
the batter, about two tablespoons at a
time, into the o0il. Cook until
browned on one side, about one
minute. Turn the fritters and cook
about one minute on the second side.
Drain on absorbent toweling. Continue
cooking the fritters until all the
batter is used, adding oil to the
skillet as necessary. Serve hot.

Yield: about 24 fritters

Submitted By: Marie Tresca



LETTER TO THE 3DITOR...

In recent months, Jersey City has
gained media attention due to a group
who call themselves the Dot Busters.
This group has openly expressed their
racist behavior to our Indian
community, in particular, and to the
general public.

Living in the Heights, I think this is
an atrocity. Why should people whose
purpose is to live and work among us
have to tolerate such racist attitudes
and hatred? Why should our Indian
neighbors have to be concerned with
their safety and that of their loved
ones just because this group has
nothing better to do but spread their
ignorance and maliciousness. I, as
well as many of my neighbors, are
appalled at the opinions expressed by
the Dot Busters or any group whose
intention it is to interfere with the
peaceful integration of the residents
of this community.

We should all try to work together and
learn to respect the beliefs and
customs of other nationalities.
Furthermore, we have young people
growing up in our midst, and for them .
to see grown people hating and
speaking unjustily of others, is not a
positive reinforcement of the way
people should behave as decent
citizens.

A1l residents of Jersey City have a
right to a tranquil environment in
which they can live and work without
any fears,

A. Soto

(Letter to Postmaster n/13/88)

I am writing this letter to complain
about the mail delivery, or better yet
the lack of same at my address. I
nave resided in Jersey City since
birth sixty five years ago. I have
seen mail rates increase from two
cents to the current twenty five cent
rate. I have also watched delivery go
from two deliveries per day to
occasionally once a day. T am usually
unflappable, but the situation has
gotten consistently worse. When our
regular mail person (Ellie) is working
we get a reasonable delivery of our
mail, but GOD forbid if she becomes
i11, takes a regular day off or
vacation, we seem to be forgotten. We
received our mail today after 5 p.m.

I ha' _ hand over 100 twenty two
cents -oamps, when the new rate went
into ercect so I went to my post
office (Central Ave.) to purchase a
sheet of three cent stamps. After a
wait of over a half hour, I finally
reached the window where I was
informed I had the choice of three
sheets of one cent stamps, or a sheet
of two's and a sheet of one's. I
~ealize that the rate increase came as
a big surprise to the Post Office so I
can readily see that you were
unprepared for the possible demand for
three cent stamps. Therefore, there
were none on hand.

I have read recently where there are
efforts being made to privitize the
delivery of mail. T have hopes that
will occur soon. I am completely
dissatisfied and irate with the mail
service as it presently exists., 1

LETTERS TO RNA

Clare Ryan (former resident and
Community Awareness Committee
member): I am very sorry that I
never said a formal good-bye to BRNA
and to the Community Awarsness Comn.,
but moving was frantic.

I would still like to contribute to
the recipe book and I don't want to
miss the flea market, so please keep
me on the newsletter mailing 1list.

I plan to join the neighborhood
association here because of the great
experience with BRNA, I'm sure when

I think of my three years at 202
Ogden Ave., the people are going to
be my best memories of the place.

hope that some moves will be madg soon
to facilitate the delivery of mail.

If the mail is delivered with its
usual dispatch, I imagine I will
receive a response to this by
Christmas. I am copying this letter

to the New Jersey Senators and Rep.
Gurini in the hopes that there may be
some congressional action.

George D. Graul
LETTERS CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

Articles for the newsletter can be
left at 189 Ogden Ave. Deadline for
the June newsletter is May 27th.



BAVINE ROAD CONTROVERSY

(The following is a reply from the
Mayor's office to our letter of March
12, 1988, complaining about the con-
ditions of Ravine Road.)

March 29, 1988

Dear Members of RNA:

By the time you have read this, the
Jersey City Incinerator Authority will
have completed the cleanup of Ravine
Road. The Jersey City Police have
arrested an out-of-town dumper over
the weekend.

As the city attempts to meet the
rising costs of dumpling at landfills,
people are finding it attractive to
dump in our of the way parts of the
city. '

This problem is not unique to Jersey
City. Jersey City will not tolerate
this kind of situation. We are step-
ping up our efforts to catch these
dumpers.

I urge all members of the RNA to
report all suspicious activity on
Ravine Road to the Jersey City Police.
Together we can keep Ravine Road clean.

Sincerely,

Anthony R. Cucci

UPDATE: Ravine Road Dump Site

Sorry (and angry) to repoci. "hat noth-
ing significant has happon: =~ im-
prove and/or protect the h: ':dous
dump site on Ravine Road * ’e been

complaining about for so long! In
spite of repeated promises to coop-
erate in this problem (by taking the
initiative) city and state officials
have yet to act decisively. At our
last meeting, Tex Aldredge of the
City's Hazardous Materials division
promised to at least have warning
silgns put up - he again promised Anne
Hart and me the same thing when we

met at the site three days later. As
of this writing, still no signs, no
commuhication from Tex or the other
representatives of the DEP who also
met with us on that day.

In the meantime, it's been revealed

10

that this site 1s on the DEP Super-
Fund 1ist (something like 657th in
line) and counted among the 20 most
hazardous sites along the so-called
Gold Coast. The Incinerator Authority
18 ready to cooperate by removing the
55 gallon drums that are not contam-
inated, but are belng held-up by the
DEP decisions (or lack of). The fact
that the public and our neighborhood
in particular, are not protected by
fences and warning signs, I think

is close to “criminal neglect™!

What are we to do? I'm ready for
another demonstration at City Hall -
how about you? Let me know! We'll
discuss it at our next meeting.

Dean Howell
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LETTERS CONTINUED

Senlors Citizens Watchdog Association:

"This is to advise you that I have
written letters to Gov. Tom Kean

and Senator Tom Cowan protesting
"revaluation"! I have suggested that
they wait until the house is sold to
revaiuate the property. As to senior
citizens, wait until they die and the
house 1s sold,.

I have also reported that six senior
citizens "died of heart attacks" after
receliving the reval letter. Others

had to go to the doctor for high blood
pressure, myself included,

We realize that costs have been raised
and some increase in taxes is needed,.
Why don't they let us pay taxes month-
ly like rent? It would be less of a
strain,"

Mrs, Lillian Allan, Pres,

"We protest the revaluation,too. It's
not fair, especially to Senior
Cltizens who lived here all their life,
Let them die in their homes, as I
wrote Gov, T. Kean.

We are a listening post for the Senior
Citizens.

Many seniors are sick from this

shock, We will be paying more taxes
than the suburbs; not fair. There is
plenty of money in Jersey City, N.J.

I am sure something will be done by
the State, We just have to have
patience,

Seniors are voters and there are many
of us in Hudson County."

Irene Del Calle, Vice Pres.
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DIETING UNDER STRESS

This diet is designed to help you cope with the stress that builds up during

the day.
BREAKFAST LUNCH
1/2 Grapefrult 4 O0z. Lean Broiled Chicken Breast
1 Slice of whole wheat toast, 4ry 1 Cup of steamed spinach
8 0z. Skim Milk 1 Cup of Herb Tea
o 1 Oreo Cookie
MID- AFTERNOON SNACK Dinner
Rest of the Oreos in Package 2 Loaves of garlic bread with cheese
2 Pints of Rocky Road ice crean Large sausage, mushroom & cheese pizzeae
1 Jar of Hot fudge sauce 4, Cans or 1 large pitcher of soda
Nuts, cherrles, whipped crean 3 Milky Way or Snickers candy bars

RULES FOR THIS DIET

[t
.

1f You Eat Something And No One Sees You Eat It, It Has No Calories.

5. 1f You Drink A Diet Soda With A Candy Bar, The Calories In The Candy
Bar Are Cancelled Out By The Diet Soda.

3. When You Eat With Someone Else, Calories Don't Count If You Don't Eat
More Than They Do.

4. Food Used For Medical Purposes Never Counts,Such As Hot Chocolate,
Bran Toast And Sara Lee Cheesecake.

5. If You Fatten Up Everyone Else Around You, Then You Look Thinner.

6. Movie Related Foods Do Not Have Additional Calories Because They
Are Part Of The Entire Entertainment Package And Not Part Of One's
Personal Fuel, Such As Milk Duds, Buttered Papcorn, Junior Mints And
Tootsie Rolls.

% . Cookie Pieces Contain No Calories. The Process Of Breaking Causes
Calorie-Leakage.

8. Things Licked Off Of Knives And Spoons Have NoO Calories If You Are
In The Process Of Preparing Something. Examples: Peanut Butter On A
Knife Making A Sandwich And Ice Cream on A Spoon Making A Sundae.

9. Foods That Have The Same Color Have The Same Number Of Calories.

Exapmles: Spinach And Pistachio Ice Cream; Mushrooms And White

Chocolate. Note: Chocolate Is A Universal Color And May Be Substitu-

ted For Any Other Food Color.
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JERSEY CITY INCINERATOR AUTHORITY
501 Route 440, Jersey City, N.J. 07305

07305

OR TELEPHONE 435-1345 FOR
HOLIDAY CLOSINGS.

432-4645
TITLE OF PROGRAM ELIGIBILITY TEL. NUMBER ADDRESS THE PROGRAM OFFERED CONTACT PERSON
ROLL-OFF CONTAINER TO ALL JERSEY CITY RESIDENTIAL HOMES 432-4645 J.C. INCINERATOR ALL YEAR, THERE IS A WAITING TELEPHONE
SERVICE NOT EXCEEDING 4 DWELLING UNITS, CHARITIES, AUTHORITY LIST FOR THIS SERVICE OF RECEPTIONIST
NON-PROFIT AGENCIES FOR CLEAN-UP 501 ROUTE 440 APPROXIMATELY 10 TO 12 WEEKS. FROM 9 AM.-3 P.M.
ACTIVITIES OR HOME IMPROVEMENTS WHEN JERSEY CITY, N.J. DURING FALL AND WINTER SEASON MONDAY THROUGH
PERFORMED WITHOUT A CONTRACTOR. UNDER 07305 THE WAIT MAY BE LONGER, PLEASE FRIDAY
STATE LAW CONTRACTORS MUST REMOVE CALL IN ADVANCE.
THEIR OWN DEBRIS.
BULK WASTE REMOVAL ALL RESIDENTIAL DWELLING UNITS. SERVICES 435-1345 HUDSON-JERSEY JANUARY 4 THRU DECEMBER 24. TELEPHONE
(Refrigerators, Stoves, PROVIDED ON REGULAR GARBAGE COLLECTION SANITATION CO.,, SERVICE NOT PROVIDED DURING RECEPTIONIST
Large Furniture, etc.) DAYS (TWICE PER WEEK). MAXIMUM OF FOUR 501 ROUTE 440 CHRISTMAS/NEW YEAR HOLIDAY FROM 8 AM.-4 P.M.
BULKY ITEMS CAN BE PLACED QUT EACH COL- JERSEY CITY, N.J. SEASON DUE TO HEAVY SEASONAL MONDAY THROUGH
LECTION DAY ALONG WITH HOUSEHOLD REFUSE. 07305 COLLECTIONS. REQUEST MUST BE SATURDAY
NOTE: IF PLACING OUT REFRIGERATORS, THE MADE WITHIN 24 HOURS OF REGU-
DOORS MUST BE REMOVED FOR SAFETY OF LAR GARBAGE COLLECTION. BULK
CHILDREN. ITEMS WILL NOT BE PICKED UP ON
LEGAL HOLIDAYS
SELF-DISPOSAL OF BULKY | RESIDENTIAL WASTE MAY BE BROUGHT TO THE 432-4645 J.C. INCINERATOR ALL YEAR, EXCEPT HOLIDAYS, TELEPHONE
r_.qum & GARBAGE JERSEY CITY INCINERATOR AUTHORITY FROM AUTHORITY SATURDAYS & SUNDAYS. RECEPTIONIST
8 AM.TO 4 P.M. MONDAY THRU FRIDAY (EXCEPT 501 ROUTE 440 FROM 8 AM.-4 P.M.
COMMERICIAL & INDUSTRIAL WASTES NOT ACCEPTED.) JERSEY CITY, N.J. MONDAY THROUGH
07305 FRIDAY
SNOW PLOWING AND/OR | THE JCIA IS THE AGENCY RESPONSIBLE FOR 432-4645 J.C. INCINERATOR WINTER SEASON TELEPHONE
SALTING OF ICY CONDI- SNOW PLOWING AND SALTING OF ICY AUTHORITY RECEPTIONIST
TIONS CONDITIONS WITHIN JERSEY CITY EXCEPT 501 ROUTE 440 24 HOUR SERVICE
COUNTY AND STATE ROADS. JERSEY CITY, N.J.
07305
VACANT LOT CLEANING CITY OWNED PROPERTY ONLY! 432-4645 J.G. INCINERATOR ALL YEAR, EXCEPT INCLEMENT TELEPHONE
AUTHORITY WEATHER. RECEPTIONIST
501 ROUTE 440 FROM 9 AM.-4 PM.
JERSEY CITY, NJ. MONDAY THROUGH
07305 FRIDAY
2
MECHANICAL STREET SERVICE PROVIDED AT VARIOUS FREQUENCY 432-4645 J.C. INCINERATOR SERVICE PROVIDED THROUGHOQUT TELEPHONE
SWEEPING. AND HOURS. MOST RESIDENTIAL STREETS AUTHORITY YEAR EXCEPT IN HEAVY RAINS. RECEPTIONIST
RECEIVE TWICE PER WEEK SERVICE. 501 ROUTE 440 OR WHILE SNOW IS ON STREETS. FROM 8 AM.-4 P.M.
JERSEY CITY, N.J. PLEASE NOTE WE DO NOT ISSUE MONDAY THROUGH
07305 SUMMONSES. FRIDAY
RESIDENTIAI. GARBAGE SERVICE PROVIDED FOR RESIDENTS AND SMALL 435-1345 HUDSON-JERSEY SERVICES PROVIDED THRCUGHOUT TELEPHONE
COLLECTION STORES NOT GENERATING IN EXCESS OF 6 ’ SANITATION CO. YEAR EXCEPT FOR SOME HOLIDAYS CLERK 8 AM.-4 P.M.
GARBAGE CANS PER COLLECTION. SERVICE IS 501 ROUTE 440 WHEN DISPOSAL FACILITIES ARE MONDAY THROUGH
PROVIDED TWICE PER WEEK AT CURBSIDE. JERSEY CITY, N.J. CLOSED. CHECK NEWSPAPER NOTICES | SATURDAY
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' COMMUNITY
Vito Brunetti AWARENESS:
Chairman Carin Lewis
Bob Lows Kainy Brormas
Vice-Chairman , Y
PLANNING &
Mana Tuzzo DEVELOPMENT:
Secretary Randy Sanford
Bob Murray ‘
ENVIRONMENT:
Treasurer Anne Mart
Jack Rea
Sgt. at Arms CQMMUN'TY
RELATIONS:

Theodore Conrad
Historical Advisor

Mike Moloughney
Ernest Quintero
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BENEFIT A
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«‘\OHOBOKEN HELPS
SAVE THE THEATER!
- MC MICKEY D. i

95
PERRY ROBINSON
ki

CAT LINGO
R
CRYIN OUT LOUD

3 THE PLUMBERS

Plus sp;:cial guest
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