


BALLOT

The Encyclopedia of American Politics

K-12 Education:
Content standards and curriculum
authority in the states

Summary

This document guides you through an introduction to K-12 education content standards and
curriculum authority.

By the end of this reading, you will have an understanding of the following K-12 education concepts:

e What content standards are

* How content standards are developed and implemented
* How content standards differ from state to state

e What curriculum authority is

®* How curriculum authority is developed and implemented
* How curriculum authority differs from state to state

Writers

Ballotpedia Policy Team

Caitlin Styrsky, Chief Policy Editor

Jimmy McAllister, Senior Policy Staff Writer
Audrey Bayne, Policy Staff Writer

Molly Byrne, Policy Staff Writer

Jon Dunn, Policy Staff Writer

Ballotpedia’s policy content and assets are a gateway to learning about policy and an unparalleled
resource for in-depth, historical, clear, comprehensive, factual and neutral information on key policy
areas.

ballotpedia.org 2


https://ballotpedia.org/Main_Page

K-12 Education:

Content Standards in the states

What are content standards?

The term content standards refers to educational learning and achievement goals that state
education officials either require or recommend that local schools satisfy in K-12 instruction.

Content standards are educational learning and achievement goals that state education officials
either require or recommend that local schools satisfy in K-12 instruction. They are not curricula but
rather aim to guide the development of what state officials view as a robust K-12 curriculum.

Understanding content
standards

Content standards are not curricula but
rather aim to guide the development of what
state officials view as a robust K-12
curriculum.

K-12 education content standards may be
required or recommended in public
instruction. Some states require local
schools to align curriculum with content
standards by establishing content standards
as a minimum course of study. Such states
may also require local schools or districts to
adopt content standards as part of their
curriculum, or they may require students to
demonstrate mastery of content standards
through state assessments. Other states
recommend that local schools or districts
follow state content standards.
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Implementation of content
standards

The development of K-12 education content
standards in public schools varies across the
50 states. State boards of education, state
education agency leaders, and local school
districts, for example, may play a role in the
development and approval of content
standards.

State or local entities require or recommend
that schools follow content standards
through state statutes or regulations.

Click the LEARN MORE
button tor more information
on K-12 education content
standards in the states:

LEARN MORE
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Implementation of content standards in the states

The development of K-12 education content standards in public schools varies across the 50 states.
There are a variety of different entities responsible for establishing content standards, including
state boards of education, state departments of education, and state education agency leaders.

Differences in content standards in the states

Some states require local schools to align curriculum with content standards by establishing content
standards as a minimum course of study. Such states may also require local schools or districts to
adopt content standards as part of their curriculum, or they may require students to demonstrate

mastery of content standards through state assessments.

Other states recommend that local schools or districts follow state content standards.

The following 39 states
require local schools to
follow content standards

Alabama
Alaska
Arizona
Colorado
Delaware
Florida
Georgia
Hawaii
Idaho
[llinois
Indiana
lowa
Kansas
Kentucky
Maine
Maryland
Massachusetts
Minnesota
Mississippi
Missouri
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Nevada

New Hampshire
New Jersey
New Mexico
New York
North Carolina
North Dakota
Oregon
Pennsylvania
Rhode Island
South Carolina
South Dakota
Tennessee
Texas

Utah

Vermont
Virginia

West Virginia
Wyoming

The following 11 states
recommend local schools
align curriculum with content

standards

Arkansas Nebraska
California Ohio
Connecticut Oklahoma
Louisiana Washington
Michigan Wisconsin
Montana

\_

State boards of education
are responsible for
establishing content
standards in 36 states.
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K-12 Education:

Curriculum authority in the states

What is curriculum authority?

The term curriculum authority refers to who is responsible for setting K-12 curriculum for classroom

instruction in public schools.

This content guides you through an introduction to curriculum authority: what it is, how it is
developed and implemented, and how it differs from state to state.

Understanding
curriculum authority

State or local education officials develop K-
12 curriculum for classroom instruction that
generally includes lessons and materials
used in a particular course of study.

K-12 curriculum may reflect or incorporate
state content standards—educational
learning and achievement goals that state
education officials either require or
recommend that local schools satisfy in K-
12 instruction.
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Implementation of
curriculum

K-12 curriculum development in public
schools varies across the 50 states. State-
level entities (such as state boards of
education and state education agency
leaders) or local entities (such as school
districts and local schools) may play a role in
the development and approval of K-12

curriculum.

If a state-level entity is tasked with
developing a K-12 curriculum, state statutes
or regulations may either require or
recommend that local schools or districts use
the state-developed curriculum in the
classroom. Other states allow local schools
or districts to develop their own K-12

curriculum.

Click the LEARN MORE
button tor more information
on K-12 curriculum
authority, requirements, and
statutes:

LEARN MORE
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Curriculum deveopment in the states

The development of K-12 education content standards in public schools varies across the 50 states.
There are a variety of different entities responsible for establishing content standards, including
state boards of education, state departments of education, and state education agency leaders.

State or local education officials develop a K-12 curriculum for classroom instruction that generally
includes lessons and materials used in a particular course of study. Depending on the state, the K-12
curriculum may reflect or incorporate state content standards—educational learning and
achievement goals that state education officials either require or recommend that local schools
satisfy in K-12 instruction.

Differences in curriculum authority in the states

K-12 curriculum can be developed by state-level entities or local entities.
® 46 states have local entities (such as school districts and local schools) develop curriculum.

* The following two states have state-level entities or local entities (such as state boards of
education and state education agency leaders) develop curriculum:
© North Carolina
© Rhode Island

* The following two states have both state-level entities and local entities develop curriculum:
© South Carolina
o Texas

State-level entities tasked with developing a K-12 curriculum can recommend or require that local

schools or districts use the state-developed curriculum in the classroom.

¢ North Carolina requires local schools or districts to use a state-developed curriculum in the
classroom.

* The following 23 states recommend local schools or districts to follow a state-developed
curriculum in the classroom, however, local entities have the final authority to develop lessons
and materials to be used. The following states follow this model:

e (California e Maryland * New Jersey

* Colorado ®* Massachusetts * New York

¢ Connecticut ® Michigan ® North Dakota
®* Delaware * Missouri e Ohio

* |daho * Montana * Oregon

* |[llinois * Nebraska ®* Tennessee

* |ndiana * Nevada e Utah

e Kentucky * New Hampshire
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Differences in curriculum authority in the states (continued)

* The following states grant authority to state and/or local entities for curriculum development
under different models:

© lowa grants authority to local entities to develop curriculum but maintains some state-level
core curriculum requirements that must be met

o Louisiana grants authority to local entities to develop curriculum but requires approval of
local curriculum by the state board of education

© Rhode Island develops curriculum at the state level and maintains some requirements and
some recommendations for local districts to follow

o South Carolina and Texas develop some state board of education curriculum requirements
and grant some local discretion to schools and districts for curriculum development

* Twenty-one states allow local schools or districts to develop K-12 curriculum for classroom
instruction without recommendations from the state.

\

Click the ‘Learn More’
button to dive deeper into
K-12 curriculum authority
requirements and statutes:

LEARN MORE
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=] Continued reading:

Thank you for reading our PDF on K-12 Education Content Standards and Curriculum Authority in
the States.
To learn more on this topic, please visit our website for more information:

* Responses to trends in curriculum development

® Responses to trends in curriculum development

e K-12 education content standards in the states

e K-12 areas of instruction required by statute in the states

Find more learning resources:

) &~ BALLOTPEDIA.ORG/LEARN
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About Ballotpedia:

Ballotpedia is the digital encyclopedia of American politics, and the nation’s premier resource for
unbiased information on elections, politics, and policy.

We provide our readers curated content on all levels of U.S. politics that is relevant, reliable, and
available for all. Ballotpedia’s policy content and assets are a gateway to learning about public
policy and an unparalleled resource for in-depth, historical, clear, comprehensive and factual
information on key policy areas. We are firmly committed to neutrality in all our content.

Ballotpedia is a 501(c)3 charitable nonprofit organization and is not affiliated with any campaigns or

candidates for office. All gifts to Ballotpedia are tax deductible to the extent of the law and help to
provide voters with information about their ballots.
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